
Announcements

Memorial Service
	 A memorial service in celebration of the life and Christian witness of 
Ann Fichtenger “Tanky” Stephenson will be held on Wednesday, August 12 
at 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary and via live stream. A reception will follow in 
Fellowship Hall.

Commissioning of Philip Smith: This morning, we will commission church 
member Philip Smith as he sets out on a vocational mission internship with 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance in Pristina, Kosovo. He will serve for 
nine months at Qendra Gërmia, a Christian community center in Pristina. 
The mission of Qendra Gërmia is that every child, teen, and adult who enters 
Qendra Gërmia will feel loved and know they matter to us and to God. Part of his 
role will be teaching English classes, leading events and a kids soccer program, 
cultivating relationships with the children and teens who enter the center, and 
teaching Christian values such as forgiveness and compassion, while being an 
active participant within the community as a whole. The primary language is 
Albanian, and Islam is the main religion in the country. There are still scars in 
the community from conflicts over the last several decades, and there is a deep 
need for the light of Christ in the brokenness. Philip shared: “This internship 
will provide an unforgettable, life-changing experience that will help prepare me 
for serving in full-time ministry. It also will serve as an amazing growth opportunity 
for my faith, getting to serve in a Christian minority context. It is unlikely that my 
heart would have been drawn to this mission without the experiences I have had 
with Second Presbyterian Church. Second has served as a foundation for my faith. 
I particularly had a profound experience serving in the Dominican Republic on a 
mission trip right after I graduated; it radically transformed my faith. As the place 
where I was baptized, raised, confirmed, participated in youth group, served on youth 
council, and served as a Summer Pastoral Intern, it feels necessary to invite the 
church to join me on this next chapter of my faith.” Please join us in praying for 
Philip as he serves and grows in faith alongside our siblings in Christ in Kosovo.

Pastoral Intern Capstone Sermon TODAY After Worship | 
Chapel: Our summer Pastoral Intern Kylie Young will preach her Summer 
Internship Capstone Sermon immediately following worship today in the chapel. 
All are invited to join!

Welcome Back, Dr. Anderson: We are delighted to welcome Dr. George 
Anderson back to our congregation this week following his 12-week study 
sabbatical. Since May 18, Dr. Anderson has focused on “The Longer Reach 
of Second Presbyterian Church,” studying, thinking, and praying about how 
our congregation might further leverage its wisdom, leadership, resources, 
and partnerships to extend our impact beyond what is typically expected of a 
church our size. His focus included our local community, the national church, 
and our global connections. Please join us in offering Dr. Anderson a warm 
welcome as he returns to the office this week and in worship next Sunday! We 
look forward to the ways his time apart will continue to bless our church and 
community. 
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Finding direction by following Jesus.

The Week Ahead 

Today, August 9
8:30am: Elder Elect Class of 2029 Orientation Meeting, 
Session Room 
10:00am: Worship Service, Sanctuary & Live Stream 
11:15am: Capstone Sermon with Kylie Young, Chapel

Monday, August 10
5:30pm: Service and Outreach Committee Meeting, Zoom 
and Session Room
6:30pm: Al Anon & Alateen, Trent Classroom, Reading 
Room, Library 
6:45pm: Scouts

Tuesday, August 11
9:30am: Staff Meeting
11:00am-2:00pm: DFOC, Session Room/Zoom
5:00pm: Congregational Life Meeting, Zoom

Wednesday, August 12
11:00am: Memorial Service for Ann "Tanky" Stephenson, 
Sanctuary with Reception in Fellowship Hall
12:00pm: Second Sheet Article Deadline
4:00pm: Christian Education Com. Meeting, Reading 
Room/Zoom
5:00pm: Green Team, Zoom/Trent Classroom
5:15pm: Worship & Music Committee, Zoom and Session 
Room

Thursday, August 13
10:00am - 11:00am: Knitting Group, Library

Friday, August 14
12:00pm: Stewardship Meeting, Zoom and Reading Room

Saturday, August 15
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August 9, 2026
Worship On Site & Online at 10:00 a.m.

Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost

Gathering Music      	       	      Processional            	    	       Rameau/Brown

Welcome and Announcements
     Minute for Mission      Morningside Elementary      Stephanie Davis, Principal

Prelude	              	        Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring                             J.S. Bach
Kris Hale, guitar

*Call to Worship (Psalm 105:1-4)
O give thanks to the Lord
and call on God’s name.
Proclaim the deeds of the Lord
to all the peoples.
Sing to the Lord, sing praises to God.
Tell of all God’s wonderful works.
Glory in God’s holy name;
seek the presence of the Lord,
rejoicing with all your heart.

*Hymn No. 250               In the Bulb There Is a Flower

Call to Confession
     Prayer of Confession 1

God, we confess that we do not always understand your ways. We are 
easily discouraged when life takes unexpected turns and our carefully 
laid plans and dreams come to nothing. We confess that we are quick 
to give up when things get difficult, and quick to question your 
presence and your power.

Forgive us. Grant us patience to wait for your good timing. Open our 
eyes to recognize your leading in our lives—to listen for your gentle 
whisper when we least expect it. And then give us courage to step out 
in faith and obedience, trusting in your leading even when we cannot 
yet see the outcome.

We praise you for your faithful Love, O God. In the silence of this  
moment, we pray you would make us worthy to bear your name.

     Assurance of Pardon

*Hymn of Response No. 581       Gloria Patri

*Affirmation of Faith		  The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen

Concerns

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord's Prayer     Glory to God, p. 35 (using debts, debtors)

Sung Prayer for Illumination No. 463   How Firm a Foundation (vv. 1, 3) 

Scripture Reading                   Matthew 14:22-33  	        New Testament p. 790
	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 Thanks be to God!

Sermon                             Take Heart                           Rev. Elizabeth N.H. Link

A Moment for Reflection 

Commissioning of Philip Smith

Call to Discipleship	
     Offering 2**   
	 Offertory  	         	           Pavane   	       	          Gabriel Fauré

Kris Hale, guitar
	 Ritual of Friendship					             

(Please sign the Friendship Pad, pass it along to others 
in your pew, then return it to center.)

	 *Doxology (Hymn No. 606)
	 *Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn No. 435            There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

*Charge and Benediction

Postlude         	                          Antiphon                          	  Muffat/Thompson
 

Bulletin Notes

1  The Prayer of Confession comes from re-worship.blogspot.com from 
August 2011.

2  The Outreach Offering for August will support Highland Park Elemen-
tary and Morningside Elementary Schools. The teachers at both schools use their 
own money to enhance their classrooms and buy supplies their children need 
that the school or parents cannot make available. Our monetary offering can 
help these schools meet the needs of students who sometimes lack personal ne-
cessities, books, and supplies. The teachers at both schools are very appreciative 
of all that Second Presbyterian does to support them. As of Monday, August 3, 
$975 has been collected.
Undesignated cash gifts are given to the Outreaching Offering. If you would like 
your gift to benefit the church, please designate “Second Presbyterian.” 
The Outreach Offering for July supported four vital Summer Camp Programs 
that serve children and families across our community. The final monthly total 
came to $5,747.

Monthly Food Collection for PCC: The food items for the month of August 
are canned beans (pinto, baked beans). Pull top cans preferred. A donation bin 
is in the coat closet (please check the expiration date before donating).
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This Sunday

Music: Kristopher Hale, a native of Roanoke, is the founder and director of 
Hale’s Music School in Salem, VA. He is also an in-demand performer, appearing 
at public and private events throughout Virginia. Kris earned both a Bachelor 
of Music and a Master of Arts in Music from Radford University where he 
concentrated in Guitar Performance. He studied under Robert Trent, the first 
doctoral recipient in guitar performance from Peabody Conservatory. As a 
student, Kris was a founding member of the Southwestern Virginia Classical 
Guitar Society and led the organization as president from 2003 to 2005. His 
professional appointments include Professor of Music and Director of Guitar 
Studies at Emory & Henry College, Lynchburg College, Radford University 
and Roanoke College. Over the years, he has performed widely and received 
instruction from renowned guitarists including David Russell, Lily Afshar, Vincent 
Airault, Anthony Glise, Christopher Berg, and Carlo Barone.

Flowers: The flowers are given to the glory of God by Dr. and Mrs. Charles 
W. Houghton in loving memory of Charles R. Holcomb. Arranged by Rosemary 
Francis.

Ushers: Maria Ward (Head), Katie and Doug Shropshire, Carol White.
 

Greeter: Clint and Nancy Hopkins.

AV Technicians: Miranda Moore, Doug Settles.

*Please rise.				                  		                ** Scan 
to 

Give



Children, Worship & Wonder Lunch & Training | Sunday, Aug. 16 after worship | 
Session Room: Have you ever wondered what Children, Worship & Wonder is all about? Children, 
Worship & Wonder is a unique ministry that invites children into the stories of our faith through 
wondering, storytelling, and worship. It creates a sacred space where children can experience God's 
presence, engage Scripture in meaningful ways, and grow in their faith. Whether you're simply curious 

or have been thinking about getting involved, we'd love to invite you to join us for lunch and a special training in the 
Session Room on Sunday, August 16, immediately following worship (lunch will be provided). We'll be led by 
Elaine Austin, a retired Disciples of Christ pastor and certified Children, Worship & Wonder instructor, who will 
introduce the program and share what makes this ministry so meaningful. You don't have to commit to volunteering 
to attend—this is a great opportunity to learn more about the program, ask questions, and see if it might be a good 
fit for you. We are always looking for caring adults who feel called to nurture the faith of our youngest members, and 
we'd love to welcome new volunteers. RSVP to Meredith Koliba (meredith@spres.org) by Thursday, Aug 13.

ATTENTION SINGERS! Choir Begins: Join the Chancel Choir for rehearsals as we start a new year. Learn some 
anthems and build your singing skills. Rehearsals are Thursday evenings, 7:00–8:15, beginning August 27.
•	 Upcoming Dates: Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 10, & 17
•	 Let Jeff know of your interest so that we can have music for you. And, if you’d like a voice lesson before or after 

we begin, just let Jeff know! Jeff Sandborg, Chancel Choir Director (sandborg@roanoke.edu).

Preschool Spots Available for 2026–27: The preschool has a few spots open in the Twos Plus and Threes 
classes for the new school year, beginning mid-August. There is also space on the waitlist for Young Twos and Pre-K. 
Please email Preschool Director Alice Light (alight@spres.org) to learn more or enroll.

Preschool Hiring: Additionally, the preschool is hiring Infant Assistant Teachers for the morning and afternoon 
positions. Contact Preschool Director Alice Light with interest (alight@spres.org).

Support Second Pres While You Shop at Kroger: Did you know that if you link your Kroger Plus Card to 
Second Presbyterian Church (NPO #JC314) through the Kroger Community Rewards program, Kroger will donate a 
portion of your purchases to our church? It's a small step that creates a big impact. Visit: kroger.com/communityrewards 
to enroll. Thank you to all participating!

Rally Day Picnic @ Braeloch Pavilion | Sunday, August 30 | 10:00 a.m. | Register by Aug. 21: Plan to join 
your church family for our end-of-summer Rally Day Picnic at Braeloch (the farm of Nancy and Al Hammond 
located at 2353 Hammond Dr, Vinton, VA 24179) at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, August 30! We look forward to 
this time of worship and fellowship outdoors with a picnic buffet-style meal from Three Li’l Pigs Barbeque 
(options will be available for dietary restrictions—i.e. gluten free, vegan). We’ll have a bounce house, balloon 
art, face painting, and other 
fun activities. Commonwealth 
Coach and Trolley will once again 
provide transportation for those 
wanting a ride to Braeloch from 
the church. VOLUNTEERS are 
needed for setup, clean up, and 
to bring desserts. If you can help, 
sign up via the SignUpGenius 
linked in the registration form. 
Scan the QR code to register by 
Friday, August 21.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4DADAD2FA2F4C34-64197143-church#/

