
During the winter months, when many of us leave the house a little less, we 
often find ourselves with more time for movies at home. And thanks be to 
God that we no longer have to bundle up, drive through the cold to Block-
buster Video, and discover that every copy of the movie we wanted has 
already been rented. With today’s streaming services, an astonishing range 
of films is only a click or two away.

As someone who was so positively influenced by the church and by my 
Christian faith, I have noticed with some sadness how common it has 
become for movies to portray religion and the church primarily in negative 
ways. To be fair, some of that critique is both necessary and deserved. Films 
like There Will Be Blood show how religion can be used to justify violence 
and domination. Doubt explores the danger of unquestioned authority. The 
Crucible shows how religious language can be weaponized, and Elmer Gantry 
exposes revivalism turned into spectacle, ego, and manipulation.

Some of the best films, however, show both sides. Even in Elmer Gantry, a 
Presbyterian minister appears as a quiet example of humility and integrity. 
And in the recent film Wake Up Dead Man: A Knives Out Movie, two con-
trasting spiritual leaders embody faith at its proud worst and its humble 
best.
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If you find yourself dismayed by current failures in the church or among 
Christian leaders, winter might be a good time to watch—or rewatch—
films that remind us of faith and church at their best.

Faith

The best films about faith do not illustrate doctrine as much as they reveal 
faith’s relational character: where hope sustains, reconciliation is pursued, 
and healing becomes possible.
•	 The Shawshank Redemption 

One I have watched many times. The warden represents manipulative 
and self-serving piety, but the deeper theology of hope, redemption, and 
human dignity shines brightly.

•	 A River Runs Through It 
A beautiful portrayal of a Presbyterian pastor and his sons, loving one 
another even when they cannot fully understand one another.

•	 Places in the Heart 
A powerful and moving illustration of Holy Communion.

•	 Babette’s Feast 
Speaking of Communion…few films so richly portray grace as an un-
earned, overflowing gift.

•	 Dead Man Walking 
A courageous exploration of sin, repentance, costly forgiveness, and the 
transforming power of grace—also a profound meditation on baptism.

•	 The Way 
A quiet, soulful film about grief, pilgrimage, and unexpected spiritual 
awakening.

A word about Unbroken: I wish I could recommend the movie without 
hesitation. The book is a magnificent story of human endurance that finally 
culminates in surrender to God’s grace. The film, sadly, largely misses that 
deepest dimension.

Church

The best films about the church (or any faith community) do not deny its 
flaws, but they show the resilient faith of people who stay, serve, forgive, 
and love even when it would be easier to leave.
•	 Of Gods and Men 

A luminous portrayal of a church that is contemplative, courageous, 
humble, and rooted in love rather than power.

•	 Romero 
A portrait of prophetic courage and moral awakening.

•	 The Mission 
A complex depiction of a church that is at once compromised and faith-
ful.

•	 Grand Torino and Unforgiven 
Violent films (both staring Clint Eastwood) that are, at their core, deeply 
anti-violence and morally reflective.
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2026 Habitat for Humanity Build 
With great anticipation, we are set to begin work on our 2026 Partnership Build for Habitat for Humanity with St. John’s Episco-
pal in mid- to late-February (due to the winter storm delaying work by two weeks). This build will 
be for the Moss family at 711 Bullitt Ave, SE. We are assigned the 1st/3rd Saturdays AND 2nd/4th 
Thursdays. Sign up to volunteer through our SignUpGenuis via the QR code.

Meet the Moss Family:
Hi, we’re the Moss family. My name is Monica and my husband’s name is Sidney.  
We have nine children and one grandson whom we raise like he was our own child.  
I’ve lived in Roanoke my entire life. My husband is a native of Lynchburg, Virginia. 
Two of our children have sickle cell anemia, so we provide them with extra special 
care. Still, the presence of this disease in our family doesn’t stop us from building a 
better life for all of our children.

I am currently the restaurant general manager at a Kentucky Fried Chicken restau-
rant in the Roanoke area. Sidney is the assistant manager. We both attend college. 
Sidney is studying Business Management. I am studying Healthcare. We are deter-
mined to give our family a strong foundation and show our children that no matter 
what comes your way in life, with hard work and dedication, you can accomplish 
anything.

As homebuyers, what my husband and I look forward to the most will be seeing the 
smile on our children’s faces when they walk into their new home, a place where 
they are safe and will have freedom. As the homebuyers, what Sidney and I look 
forward to the most is owning a home that provides room for our children to grow 
and store their things without being overcrowded. We are very grateful to partner 
with Habitat for Humanity in this incredible opportunity to achieve our goal of 
homeownership, something we’ve been working so hard to obtain for ourselves and 
our children.

Thanks to all that will assist us in the construction of our new home. We can hardly 
wait! – The Moss Family

– 3 –

You may notice that I have not emphasized movies that are marketed as explicitly “Christian.” I have nothing against 
them, though they sometimes struggle artistically or press their piety too heavily. Still, a few stand out for treating faith 
with honesty and respect:

•	 Soul Surfer, the story of a teenage surfer whose faith and family sustain her after a devastating injury.
•	 Hacksaw Ridge, the remarkable true story of a man whose Christian pacifism leads him to extraordinary courage.
•	 Risen, which tells the resurrection story from the perspective of a Roman officer ordered to disprove it.
These films respect both the intelligence and emotional depth of the viewer.

And if movies aren’t your preference, perhaps a book by the fire is more your style. If so, I would still recommend 
Unbroken—the book—without hesitation.

PASTOR’S NOTES - DR. GEORGE C. ANDERSON
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Introducing Mandi Cox 
We are delighted to introduce Mandi Cox, who joined 

Second by reaffirmation of faith 
on October 12, 2025. We’re so 
glad to have her with us.

Mandi and her husband Hatch-
er have two children, Charlie 
(3) and Reid, and they’re cele-
brating a special milestone as 
their second child was born last 
November!

Mandi was born on the beaches of New Jersey and went 
on to study biology at Northeastern University in Boston, 
followed by medical school at Georgetown University in 
Washington, DC. She now practices as a Bariatric and 
General Surgeon, bringing both skill and compassion to her 
work. In her spare time, Mandi loves to cook, run, and hike, 
and enjoys staying active with her family.

Please join us in giving Mandi and her family a very warm 
welcome—we’re grateful to have them as part of our 
church!

Welcome Marin Fiddler 
Please join us in welcoming Marin Fiddler to our church 
family! She joined by reaffirmation of faith on November 
23, 2025.

Marin moved to Roanoke with her family in 2011 and is 
a proud graduate of Patrick Henry High School, Class of 
2022. She is currently attending Concord University in 
West Virginia, where she is pursuing a degree in nursing 
and working diligently toward her goal of becoming a regis-
tered nurse in May 2026.

Alongside her studies, Marin is gaining valuable hands-on 
experience as a nurse extern at LewisGale Hospital. When 
she’s not busy learning or caring for others, she enjoys 
spending her free time reading 
and running. We’re excited to 
have Marin with us and look 
forward to getting to know her 
better!

New member articles submitted by Connie Polly, 
Engagement Coordinator.
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

– WELCOME NEW MEMBERS –
–  News & Notes  –

Flowers | Dec 14 – Pink poinsettias were delivered to our 
homebound members.......... Dec 21 – Red poinsettias 
remained through all Christmas Eve services. The 2025 
Poinsettia Memorials and Celebrations can be found in the 
online version of the February newsletter (www.spres.org/
connect/newsletter/).......... Dec 28 – Given in loving memory 
of Jim Revercomb and Jim Revercomb, Jr. by the family.......... 
Jan 4 – Given in loving memory of Christine Harkness by 
the family.......... Jan 11 – Given in loving memory of Dr. 
Leigh Hamilton Stockstill by the Stockstill family. Open 
Flower Dates: The following dates are available for anyone 
who would like to sponsor flowers in the sanctuary: Feb. 22, 
May 10. Please contact Denise Revercomb to see if the dates 
are still open (540-588-5111; revercomb@cox.net).

Sympathy | Sympathy is extended to Paul and Bobbie Black 
and family on the death of Paul’s father, Paul Garry Black, 
on Monday, December 8.......... Our sympathies extend to 
the family and loved ones of Daisy “Dee” Williams Moore, 
who died on Thursday, December 11.......... Sympathy is 
extended to the family and loved ones of Louis Stephens 
Waldrop, Jr. (Steve) who died on Wednesday, December 31. 
Our prayers are with his children Laura Arnold and Charlie 
Waldrop, brother Preston Waldrop and his wife Jamie, and 
their families.......... Sympathy is extended to Adam Hankins 
on the death of his mother, Dianne M. Hankins, on Monday, 
December 29.......... Sympathy is extended to Lucy and Frank 
Ellett on the death of Lucy’s brother, Dr. William Scott 
Russell, Jr. of Miami, FL, on Monday, January 5. Our prayers 
are also with their children and extended family.......... Our 
sympathies extend to Gwyn and John Johnson on the death of 
Gwyn’s father, Lewis Mann Nelson, Jr., who passed away on 
Wednesday, January 7. We also hold in prayer their children 
and extended family.

Concerns | Frank Boxley, Susan Carter, Patsy Chaney, Ted 
Feinour, Hayden Hollingsworth, CW Houghton, Betsy 
Whitney.

New Arrivals | Congratulations to Robyn and David Johnsen 
on the birth of their grandson, Heston William Johnsen, 
born on Tuesday, December 9 to parents Whitt and Kali 
Johnsen.......... Congratulations to Leah and Bill Butler on 
the birth of their daughter, Rowan Lura Butler, on Saturday, 
December 20.

Baptisms | During the 5:00 p.m. family worship service on 
Christmas Eve, Whitney and Jack Wilkes presented their son, 
Charles Stuart Wilkes, for the Sacrament of Infant Baptism. 
The presiding elder was Rebekah Gunn.......... During the 11 
o’clock service on January 4, Caroline and Evan Welchman 
presented their daughter, Margot Elizabeth Welchman, for 
the Sacrament of Infant Baptism. The presiding elders were 
Kirk and Sarah Ludwig, Margot’s grandparents.......... During 
the 11 o’clock service on Confirmation Sunday, January 11, 
Rebecca Katherine Stakor received the Sacrament of Believer’s 
Baptism. The presiding elder was Lauren Ellerman.

http://www.spres.org/connect/newsletter/
http://www.spres.org/connect/newsletter/


Theology on Tap | Tuesday, Feb. 3 @ Twisted Track Brewpub | 6–7 p.m.
We have secured the private room for our February gathering to better enjoy each other’s company and talk freely (and hear 
freely). Open to men of the church of all ages! Come join us on the first Tuesday of each month for “craft beer and Calvin jeer” 
as we explore holy interruptions.

Jail Ministry Christmas Cards: A Thank You
On behalf of the Service and Outreach Committee, I want to thank you all for the wonderful response to our gently used Christ-
mas Card Appeal. About 10 bankers’ boxes of cards collected after Christmas last year and cards turned in before Christmas 
this year were taken to Salem’s First Christian Church where Rev. Dan Netting, Chaplain for the Western Virginia Regional Jail, 
distributed them to the approximately 650 inmates housed in the facility. To go along with your donation of the Christmas cards, 
the Service and Outreach Committee purchased 9 rolls of stamps and shared them with Rev. Netting and Rev. Matthew Kramm, 
Chaplain of the Roanoke City Adult Detention Center, to help defray the cost of postage for cards sent by the inmates to their 
loved ones. Rev. Ben Brannan also made copies of a Christmas Devotional booklet that he had and gave them to Rev. Kramm to 
distribute to the inmates in the Roanoke City Detention Center.

Again, many thanks for your outpouring of donations. Your gift of cards helped and will still help bright-
en the Christmas of those incarcerated in our local jails in the future. If you find that you have left over 
cards from this Christmas and want to find a home for them, the Jail Ministry box is still in coat closet. 
Cards collected this month will be taken to Rev. Netting to form a foundation for next year’s Christmas 
card distribution.

Anna McLean, Service & Outreach Committee

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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The knitters of Second have done it once again, sharing 
warmth and kindness stitch by stitch. In December, just 
before winter break, Nan and I delivered a collection of 
handmade hats to the Kindergarten and Second Grade 
classes at Highland Park; the photos here feature the Kin-
dergarten class enjoying their cozy gifts. This project was 
made possible by the generosity and dedication of our 
contributing knitters: Frances Buford, Patty Lemon, Molly 
Simpson, Carol Broadhurst, Nan Coleman, Glo Howell, 
Betty Henson, and Lynn Speno. Our knitting group has 
since returned to weekly meetings on Thursdays at 10:00 
a.m. in the Hospitality Room, and all are warmly invited 
to join—every skill level is welcome!
– Emily Mallory, Project Coordinator

Handmade with Love: Knitted Hats for 
Highland Park Elementary School Students
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LEGACY CORNER

– LEGACY CORNER –

Planning with Purpose: A Legacy of Faithful Giving

	 One of the great gifts of belonging to Second Presbyterian Church is knowing that we are part of something 
larger than ourselves—something built carefully and faithfully by generations who came before us.

	 Those faithful members did not leave the church’s future to chance. Through intentional planning and generous 
giving, they helped establish the financial stability and endowments that allow Second to thrive today and to serve well 
beyond our walls.

	 A powerful example of this legacy is the Mission Build campaign. Because Second was financially strong, our 
church was able to raise nearly $2 million for charitable organizations, with none of those funds needed for the church 
itself. That kind of impact is remarkable—and it is only possible because earlier generations planned with vision and 
faith.

Why Estate Planning Matters

	 Many people are surprised to learn that if they die without a will or trust, the Commonwealth of Virginia 
decides how their estate is distributed. That default plan does not include charitable giving or support for the church. 
Without planning, even deeply held values may not be reflected in what we leave behind.

	 Estate planning gives you the opportunity to decide what you give, to whom you give, and when and how 
those gifts are made. It ensures that what you have worked to build goes where you intend.

Including the Church in Your Plans

	 Including Second Presbyterian Church in your estate plan does not have to be complicated. Many people 
choose to do so by adding a simple amendment (codicil) to an existing will, updating a trust, or naming the church as 
a beneficiary of a specific financial asset—such as a retirement account, investment account, or life insurance policy—
while continuing to provide for loved ones.

	 In many cases, these updates can be made without rewriting an entire estate plan—often with a straightfor-
ward conversation with your attorney or estate-planning professional.

Continuing a Faithful Tradition

	 One reason many of us were drawn to Second Presbyterian is its history of generosity, mission, and stability. 
That strength allows the church to respond to needs, take bold steps, and support meaningful work in our community 
and beyond.

	 By including the church not only in our annual giving, but also in our estate plans, we help ensure that Second 
remains strong, faithful, and mission-focused for generations to come.

	 A lasting legacy does not happen by accident—it happens because people plan with intention, faith, and love.

Ann McGee Green
Legacy Committee



YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS
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YOUTH
On Confirmation Sunday, the church welcomed 7 youth 
into full adult membership! What a joy-filled day as those 
young people committed themselves through professing 
their faith and through baptism to a life of discipleship here 
at Second and beyond! The Confirmation Class of 2026 
has taken responsibility of their faith and now journey 
alongside siblings in Christ in this church community. May 
we all continue to tell the story of God’s love made known 
in Jesus Christ as we find our direction by following Jesus!

Youth Sunday
On February 8th, Sunday morning worship will be com-
pletely led by our youth. They have been hard at work 
writing liturgy, practicing music, and preparing their spoken 
parts to proclaim the good news of the gospel. We hope 
to see you that morning as we explore our theme Nurture 
Your Nature. 

Here are some guiding questions for you to consider as  
you prepare to witness through worship and be reminded  
through ritual of your true nature as a child of God: What do  
you see when you look in the mirror? What do you need to  
grow: shade, sun, or space? What weeds are around you and in your way? What fruit do you want to bear? What would it 
look like for you to water this? What needs to be pruned in your life? What parts of you need more tending and water? Why 
does it matter that I am made in the image of God?

Sunday School
Each Sunday morning, all youth classes begin with breakfast together at 9:45. This gives everyone an opportunity to gather in 
community, see each other, and share in table fellowship before splitting off into their respective classes.

High School Spring Curriculum: What’s Up With the Church Down the Street?
The high school class learns about various worshiping communities and traditions here in Roanoke and then they get to go 
visit them. This is a wonderful opportunity to learn and grow alongside our siblings in faith, who might do things a little differ-
ently than we do here at Second. 
***Any adult help is greatly appreciated. 

•	 February 15: Elevation Church
•	 March 1: St Andrews Catholic Church 
•	 March 15: 5th Ave Presbyterian Church 
•	 April 12: St Johns Episcopal Church
•	 April 26: Louden Ave Christian Church
•	 May 17: South Roanoke United Methodist

Upcoming Youth Events
•	 Feb 1: Youth Sunday Rehearsal (Intersection/Sanctuary)
•	 Feb 8: Youth Sunday (No Youth Group)
•	 Feb 15: High School Church Visit: Elevation
•	 Feb 15: Sunday Night Youth Group – Intersection
•	 Feb 22: Sunday Night Youth Group – Intersection

The Confirmation Class of 2026: Wiley Beamer, Lilly Bishop, Milo Joy, Ann Colston Light, Retzler 
Mangus, Rebecca Stakor, Sidney Yardley

YOUNG ADULTS
We had a blast last month at Blue Ridge Axe Throw-
ing! Young adults in their 20s–30s are invited for an 
Ash Wednesday Dinner and Trivia at Mellow Mush-
room, 7:00 until 9:00 p.m. on February 18th. Contact 
Ben with questions (benb@spres.org).



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
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Pop-Up Sunday School
March 1 | 9:45 a.m. | Chapel
Join us on March 1 for Pop-Up 
Sunday School in the Chapel, featuring 
guest speaker Isabel Thornton, Found-
er and Executive Director of Resto-
ration Housing. Isabel will share an 
update on Trinity Commons, the 
exciting transformation of Trinity 
United Methodist Church (just across 
the street from Second Pres.!) into af-
fordable senior housing and a commu-
nity gathering space. In 2023, Trinity 
UMC entrusted Restoration Housing 
with stewardship of their historic 

property, and in early 2024 the organization acquired the site. 
Plans include the adaptive reuse of the 1922 Church Annex 
into 15 affordable rental units, while the 1903 Sanctuary will 
remain a space for community life. Construction began in 
2025. Come learn how this project is meeting a vital commu-
nity need and continuing Trinity’s legacy of service.

3rd-5th Grade Communicants’ Class | 
March 22 | Noon–1:30 p.m.
Parents & Children Invited to Attend Together (Lunch pro-
vided)
Children and parents are invited to explore the meaning of 
the sacrament of communion together. As a part of Christ’s 
Church, children are always welcome at the Lord’s Table. This 
learning opportunity is offered to help children understand 
more fully what happens when we celebrate communion and 
why.

We will meet on Sunday March 22 in the Session and Hos-

pitality Rooms, following the 11 a.m. worship service. This is 
ahead of the Maundy Thursday (6 p.m.) and Easter Sunday 
worship services (8:45 a.m. and 11 a.m.) when communion 
will be served. It’s a wonderful opportunity to learn about 
and then partake in this sacrament together. Please register 
on Realm or contact Meredith Koliba to RSVP by March 16 
so we may have an accurate count for lunch, and indicate 
whether you will need childcare for any younger children 
(meredith@spres.org). 

Women’s Bible Study | Resumes March 5
Thursdays, 10:30–11:30 a.m. in the Session Room
Join us for a six-week women’s study exploring Jesus’ most 
profound and memorable teachings in Matthew 5–7. What 
did the Sermon on the Mount mean to Jesus’ first listeners, 
and how does it continue to speak to us today? Together, 
we’ll consider the historical and theological context of these 
teachings and reflect on how Jesus’ words offer a roadmap for 
faithful living.

Using Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner’s 
Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven by Dr. 
Amy-Jill Levine, we’ll explore how Jesus’ 
message grows out of his Jewish tradition 
and continues to challenge, inspire, and 
shape hearts and minds across the centu-
ries. Registration is available on Realm.

Dates:
•	 March 5, 12, 19, 26
•	 (No meeting April 2 – Maundy Thursday)
•	 April 9, 16 

*A limited number of books are available for purchase in 
Elizabeth Link’s office, or you make pick up a copy from your 
favorite book seller.

Kairos: Lent 2026
There is an ancient Greek word for finding or making space in our lives. It is a word that means “the right 
or opportune moment.” This word, kairos, has been used over the centuries to describe time for spiritual 
reflection, and even, to put it simply, “God’s time.” We will offer several Kairos opportunities for prayer and 
worship this Lenten season. We hope this time may be a space for you to pause and connect to something 
deeper. We will hold Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday services in person at the church, and midweek 
Kairos video reflections via our church YouTube channel and Facebook page in the weeks between:

•	 Feb. 18 | 7:30–9:30 a.m.: “Ashes and Prayer 
To-Go” in the parking lot

•	 Feb. 18 | 6:00 p.m.: Ash Wednesday Worship, 
Kirk Hall

•	 Feb. 25 – April 1: “The Other Disciples,” Week-
ly Kairos Reflections via YouTube and Facebook

•	 April 2 | 6:00 p.m.: Maundy Thursday Worship, 
Kirk Hall 

MAR 1ST



Evening VBS | June 7–10 (Sun.–Wed.) | “PAYING 
ATTENTION TO GOD IN DAILY LIFE”
•	 We’re excited to kick off the summer with our Evening 

Vacation Bible School, beginning Sunday evening, June 
7, with a shared dinner and opening program. Adults are 
invited to join a special study led by mission co-worker 
Dr. John McCall, who will guide us in diving deeper into 
Scripture and growing together in faith.

•	 Meanwhile, children (Pre-K through 5th grade) will enjoy 
a theatre-themed VBS experience, full of creativity, 
storytelling, and faith-filled fun! Childcare will also be 
available for our youngest participants. Don’t miss this 
wonderful opportunity to learn and grow as a church 
family, side by side across generations. 

•	 Adult Evening Study Theme: Paying Attention to God 
in Daily Life

•	 Following Jesus is a lifelong journey of growing in His love. 
As we learn to love God and our neighbor, the pace and 
pressures of daily life can easily distract us from spiritual 
growth. Yet God continually invites us to notice His pres-
ence. During our evenings together, we’ll explore practical 
and meaningful ways to cultivate an attentive, God-cen-
tered life in the midst of everyday routines. 

•	 Scripture & Session Themes:
•	 Sunday Evening: Paying Attention to God Through 

Prayer — Matthew 6:5–13
•	 Monday Evening: Paying Attention to God Through the 

Bible — Revelation 10:9–10
•	 Tuesday Evening: Paying Attention to God in Community 

— Acts 2:42–47; John 13:34–35
•	 Wednesday Evening: Paying Attention to God as We 

Serve — Matthew 20:25–28 

•	 About Our Speaker: Dr. John 
McCall has served as a mis-
sion co-worker in Taiwan for 
29 years, teaching Preaching, 
Spiritual Theology, and Pastoral 
Ministry at the three Presbyte-
rian seminaries in Taiwan and 
in China. He has also pastored 
three churches in the United States. John’s ministry, 
both in Asia and in the US, focuses on helping peo-
ple cultivate a vibrant, world-blessing faith. 

•	 For 4 Year Olds–Middle School: Children’s Theatre 
Camp

•	 This summer, we’re thrilled to wel-
come back Meghan Griffith as the 
leader for our Evening VBS Chil-
dren’s Theatre Camp! Children are 
welcome to bring friends. Registra-
tion will be published soon.

Morning VBS: Joseph’s Journey | July 20–23 
(Mon.–Th.), 8:30 a.m.–12 noon
•	 This year’s Morning Vacation Bible School (Pre-K–5th 

grade) will explore the inspiring story of Joseph from the 
book of Genesis. Together, children will discover how 
God was always with Joseph (like God is always with us) 
through challenges, change, and moments of great need. 
Our VBS programs thrive thanks to the energy and com-
mitment of our youth and adult volunteers! If you’re inter-
ested in helping with crafts, games, storytelling, or snacks, 
we’d love to have you join the team. To volunteer, please 
contact Maria Blackshaw (maria@spres.org) or Meredith 
Koliba (meredith@spres.org). Registration for Morning 
VBS will open this spring.

•	 VBS After Care Camps*, July 20–23 (Mon.–Th.),  
12 noon–4:00 p.m. 
We’re pleased to again offer VBS After Care Camps for 
families seeking extended care during VBS week! In part-
nership with local sports and arts organizations, children 
will enjoy fun, enriching afternoon “mini camps” held right 
here at the church. This opportunity allows families to 
take full advantage of the free Morning VBS while adding 
engaging afternoon activities. Please note that space will 
be limited and a fee will apply for the aftercare portion. 
Additional details and registration links will be available 
when VBS registration opens in the spring. 
*Note: After Care Camps are open to Kindergarten–5th grade 
children.

Churchwide Retreat | August 21–23, 2026
•	 Save the date for our next Churchwide Retreat at Eagle 

Eyrie Conference Center in Lynchburg, VA! We’ll gath-
er for a weekend of worship, fellowship, recreation, and 
renewal surrounded by beautiful mountain scenery. Our 
guest speaker, Dr. Rachel Thompson Orfield, will lead 
us in times of reflection and spiri-
tual growth as we explore what it 
means to live faithfully and joyfully in 
community. Stay tuned for registra-
tion information and details coming 
soon—we can’t wait to share this 
special time together!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
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FINANCIAL FOCUS
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Contributions to Second Presbyterian Church – December 2025

Property Maintenance and Repair 
Fund
In memory of Dee Moore by
	 Betty and Ed Lesko
	 George and Millie Anderson
In memory of Jo Rider by
	 Linda and Phil Shiner
	 Building Specialists
In memory of Sally Anne Goff by
	 David Maxson and Nancy Gray
In honor of Nathan Goff by
	 David Maxson and Nancy Gray
In honor of Cecil Kelley by
	 David Maxson and Nancy Gray
In honor of Sandra Kelley by
	 David Maxson and Nancy Gray
In memory of John Nelson by
	 Matilda and John Bradshaw
In honor of Fred Genheimer by
	 Ted Blain
In honor of Lynn Genheimer by
	 Ted Blain
In honor of Carolyn Shackelford by
	 Ted Blain
In memory of Will Shackelford by
	 Ted Blain

Second Fund
In memory of John Nelson by
	 Rose Marie and Tom Jones

Music Fund
In memory of Dee Moore by
	 Bonnie and Pegram Johnson
	 Ruth and Jim Robertson
	 Jeff and Marianne Sandborg
In honor of Jeff and Marianne Sandborg 
and Chancel Choir with Messiah 
	 Frederick Durand

William R. Klein Continuing 
Education Fund
In memory of Virge Blain by
	 Betty and Ed Lesko
	 Sara Airheart
	 Babs and Don Smith
	 Mary Ann and Jim Johnson
In memory of Dee Moore by
	 Sara Airheart

Martin Youth Fund
In memory of Jim Revercomb by
	 Linda and Phil Shiner

Mountain Ave Fund
In memory of Dee Moore by
	 Bill Blaylock
	 Elizabeth Vacher
In memory of Jo Rider by
	 Ginny Barnett

Trent Fund
In memory of Jo Rider by
	 Bonnie and Pegram Johnson

Youth Activities Fund
In honor of Easton Beisler by
	 Beth Vaught-Jenkins
In honor of Andrew Rath by
	 Beth Vaught-Jenkins

George and Millie Anderson 
Cornerstone Fund for Pastoral 
Excellence
In honor of Cecil Kelley by
	 George Cartledge, III

Other funds are available for your 
contributions. Please contact Nathan 
Anderson, Church Administrator, at 
540-343-3659 or admin@spres.org. This 
list includes donations received between 
December 1-31, 2025.

*We sincerely regret any errors or omissions 
in this list. Please contact the Church 
Administrator to help us get it corrected.

SCAN 
TO 

GIVE

– KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS – 
Do you shop at Kroger? Our church participates in the Kroger Community Rewards program, which means your everyday 
grocery trips can help support our ministries at no extra cost to you. If you have a Kroger Plus card, simply link it to our church 
online or through customer service. Kroger will donate a small portion of each purchase to the organization you choose. It’s an 
easy way to help fund church ministries just by shopping as you normally do. Thanks for supporting our church and the programs 
that serve our community! Rewards Statement: 31-Aug-2025 to 30-Nov-2025:

If you would like to link Second Presbyterian Church to your Kroger account, follow these steps:
1.	 Visit the Kroger Community Rewards page at kroger.com/communityrewards. 
2.	 Scroll down and click “Link Your Shoppers Card: Get Started.” 
3.	 Sign-in to your Kroger account (you’ll need your Kroger Plus card handy. If you are a Kroger shopper and do not have 

one, you may ask for one at Customer Service). 
4.	 Search for “Second Presbyterian Church” or use our NPO account number: JC314. 
5.	 Click “Enroll.”

83  HOUSEHOLDS $316.72  TOTAL DONATIONS



CALENDAR - FEBRUARY 2026

– 11 –

February  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
8:45am Worship Service, 
Sanctuary  
9:45am POP-UP Sunday School 
9:45am Sunday School  
11:00am Worship Service, 
Sanctuary/Live Stream  
5:00pm Kid's Fellowship, 
Fellowship Hall  
5:00pm Youth Group  
5:30pm Welcome Families to the 
Alexa House  

2 
6:30pm Al Anon & 
Alateen, Trent 
Classroom, 
Reading Room, 
Library  
6:30pm Cub 
Scouts, Cafe  
6:45pm Scouts  

3 
9:30am Staff 
Meeting  
12:00pm Annual 
Report Deadline  

4 
12:00pm Bulletin 
Article Deadline  
5:15pm Personnel 
Committee, Zoom 
and Session Room  

5 
7:15am Men's 
Bible Study, 
Reading 
Room/Zoom  
10:00am - 11:00am 
Knitting Group, 
Hospitality Room  
4:00pm Christian 
Education 
Committee 
Meeting, Reading 
Room/Zoom  
5:00pm Property 
Committee 
Meeting, Session 
Room/Zoom  

6  7  

8 
Youth Sunday  
8:45am Worship Service, 
Sanctuary  
9:45am Sunday School  
11:00am Worship Service, 
Sanctuary/Live Stream  
4:00pm Elder Training (Session's 
Responsibilities), Session Room  
  

9 
5:30pm Service 
and Outreach 
Committee 
Meeting, Zoom 
and Session Room  
6:30pm Al Anon & 
Alateen, Trent 
Classroom, 
Reading Room, 
Library  
6:30pm Cub 
Scouts, Cafe  
6:45pm Scouts  

10 
9:30am Staff 
Meeting  
5:00pm 
Congregational 
Life Meeting, 
Zoom  
5:15pm Trent Fund 
Subcommittee, 
Trent Room   

11 
12:00pm Bulletin 
Article Deadline  
12:00pm Second 
Sheet Article 
Deadline  
5:00pm Green 
Team, Zoom/Trent 
Classroom  
5:15pm Worship & 
Music Committee, 
Zoom and Session 
Room  

12 
7:15am Men's 
Bible Study, 
Reading 
Room/Zoom  
10:00am - 11:00am 
Knitting Group, 
Hospitality Room  

13 14 

15 
Scout Sunday  
8:45am Worship Service, 
Sanctuary  
9:45am Sunday School  
11:00am Worship Service, 
Sanctuary/Live Stream  
12:15pm Trent Getaway/Church 
Retreat Meeting, Reading Room  
5:00pm Kid's Fellowship, 
Fellowship Hall  
5:00pm - 6:30pm Parenting 
Group, Hospitality Room  
5:00pm Youth Group  
5:30pm Welcome Families to the 
Alexa House  

16 
6:30pm Al Anon & 
Alateen, Trent 
Classroom, 
Reading Room, 
Library  
6:30pm Cub 
Scouts, Cafe  
6:45pm Scouts  

17 
9:30am Staff 
Meeting  
5:15pm Executive 
Committee 
Meeting, Session 
Room/Zoom  

18 
Ash Wednesday  
8:05am Preschool 
Committee 
Meeting, Hybrid  
12:00pm Bulletin 
Article Deadline  
4:30pm Finance 
Committee, Zoom 
and Session Room  

19 
7:15am Men's 
Bible Study, 
Reading 
Room/Zoom  
10:00am - 11:00am 
Knitting Group, 
Hospitality Room  

20 
Preschool Early 
Dismissal  

21 

22 
Two Cents a Meal 
8:45am Worship Service, 
Sanctuary  
9:45am Sunday School  
11:00am Worship Service, 
Sanctuary/Live Stream  
5:00pm Kid's Fellowship, 
Fellowship Hall  
5:00pm Youth Group  

23 
6:30pm Al Anon & 
Alateen, Trent 
Classroom, 
Reading Room, 
Library  
6:45pm Scouts  

24 
9:30am Staff 
Meeting  

25 
12:00pm Bulletin 
Article Deadline  
5:15pm Session 
Meeting, Session 
Room/Zoom  

26 
7:15am Men's 
Bible Study, 
Reading 
Room/Zoom  
10:00am - 11:00am 
Knitting Group, 
Hospitality Room  

27 28 
 
Calendar Info as 
of Jan. 13. 

 

Monthly Food Collection for PCC: Food items for the month of February are tuna, chicken, spam, & canned 
meat. Pull top cans preferred. A donation bin is in the coat closet (please check the expiration date before donating).
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“ON THIS ROCK” LENTEN SERMON SERIES
“On this rock I will build my church.”  Jesus says to Peter.   On the au-
thority of that promise, the Roman Church has named its popes.  But 
what did Jesus really mean?  That Peter’s faith so solid, so unshakable, 
that it could bear the weight of the church?  If so, it is striking that the 
Gospels tell us just as much about Peter’s failures as they do about his 
faith—his impulsiveness, his misunderstandings, even his denial of Jesus.

So what is this “rock” on which the church is built? In our Lenten 
sermon series, On This Rock, we will get to know Peter more deeply, 
in both his courage and his fragility. And in doing so, we may come to 
understand not only what Jesus was saying about Peter, but also what 
he is saying about us: that God builds the church not on perfection, 
but on grace-filled, imperfect faith.

2026 LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Ash Wednesday | February 18
•	 7:30–9:30 a.m. “Ashes and Prayer To-Go” in the 

parking lot
•	 6:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship, Kirk Hall

Midweek Reflections | Wednesdays in Lent
•	 Feb. 25–April 1: “The Other Disciples,” Weekly 

Kairos Reflections via YouTube and Facebook

Maundy Thursday | April 2
•	 6:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship, Kirk Hall

Sunday Mornings, Palm Sunday, and Easter
•	 8:45 a.m. Early Service, Sanctuary
•	 9:45 a.m. Sunday School*
•	 11:00 a.m. Late Service, Sanctuary/Live Stream 

*There will be NO Sunday school on Easter Sunday, 
April 5.



Christmas 2025Christmas 2025
Poinsettia Memorials and CelebrationsPoinsettia Memorials and Celebrations

In Loving Memory of . . .
•	 John R. Francis, Jr. given by Rosemary D. Francis
•	 Susan Stanley and Jerry “Butch” McKaskel, Jr. given by Laura McKaskel
•	 Mary Betty and Connie Sellers, Charles and Robert Fichtenger given by Laura McKaskel
•	 Charles Burnett, Easton Beisler, and Andrew Rath given by Helen Burnett
•	 Our loved ones given by Geoffrey and Martha Ottaway
•	 Harriette and Pegram Johnson, Jr. given by Bonnie and Pegram Johnson
•	 Gail and Marvin Greer given by Bonnie and Pegram Johnson 
•	 Our loved ones given by Tom and Carol Worley
•	 Stewart, Carolyn and Buck, Peggy and Don, Karen and Ron, Brenda and Butch given by Judy and Steve 

Bodley
•	 Our parents, Stan and Sue Kummer given by Don and Babs Smith and family 
•	 Don and Barbara Smith given by Don and Babs Smith and family 
•	 Our parents and grandparents given by Paul, Beth, Crawford, Ella, and Clara Higgins 
•	 Percy, Ramona, and Mac Rhea given by Randy Rhea
•	 Our parents and sisters, Julia and Goodrich Wright, Lane Cochrane, Virginia and Brooke Mallory, and 

Frances Meyers given by Brooke and Emily Mallory 
•	 Martha and John Wesley Hardt, Clara, Michael, and Jimmy Lesko given by Betty and Ed Lesko
•	 Alma Newman given by Pam Newman Morris 
•	 Ronald J. Mack given by Darin, Christal, and Lila Pearson
•	 Our parents, Arthur and Katherine Ellett, William and Lucy Russell given by Frank and Lucy Ellett
•	 LaVonne R. Smith given by Fletcher Smith
•	 Harry F. Smith, Sr., Ruth O. Smith, and Charles O. Smith given by Fletcher Smith
•	 Nellie Bishop, Charlie Cole, and Peter Leggett given by Nancy and Jim Bishop
•	 Jack Airheart given by his family 
•	 Bill Mangus given by Robert and Carol White
•	 Billy White given by Robert and Carol White
•	 Our parents given by Robert and Carol White 
•	 Harold and Mary Schmidt, John and Dorothy Arbogast, Debbie Cortez, John Arbogast and Dan Arbogast 

given by Marilyn, Brian, Nicole, Maria, Scott, Erin, Elijah and Olivia Arbogast
•	 Nonna, Papa and Uncle Dan given by Maria, Elijah and Olivia Arbogast
•	 George Barrows given by The Barrows Family 



•	 Judith Markley Baumgardner given by William R. Baumgardner, Jr. 
•	 Robert S. Bersch given by his wife Martha R. Bersch 
•	 Richard Burleigh given by Gloria Burleigh
•	 My brother, Jay Burnett given by Connie Burnett
•	 Betty Harman, Judy Howard, Ann Brockenbrough, and Maxine Copeland given by Aaron, Amanda, Graham, 

Judd, and Lacey Copeland
•	 Our parents, Sam and Faith Bickford given by Gordon, Ann, and David
•	 My parents, Roy and Marilyn Elliott, and my sister, Pam given by Katherine Elliott
•	 Frederic Phillips given by Corey, Kimberley, Melissa, and Houghton and their families
•	 Ferrel Phillips given by Corey, Kimberley, Melissa, and Houghton and their families
•	 Ned McElwaine given by his family 
•	 My parents and brother given by David Harrison
•	 Our mother, Mary S. Watkins given by Mary Y. Phillips and Phyllis Y. Hart
•	 Daniel F. Starkey, Sr. given by Phyllis Y. Hart
•	 James P. Hart III given by Phyllis Y. Hart
•	 Ron Howlett given by Betsy Settles Howlett
•	 Jim Settles given by Betsy Settles Howlett
•	 Our mother, Alice Nelson given by Gwyn and John Johnson
•	 Our brother, John Nelson given by Gwyn and John Johnson
•	 Our parents, Shirley and Johnny Johnson given by John and Gwyn Johnson
•	 Virginia Wells Blain given by Ginny and Rick Kuertz
•	 Samuel Wilson Blain given by Ginny and Rick Kuertz
•	 William and Jo Ann Rife given by Terry and Cathy Lauver
•	 Carl and Carmen Lauver given by Terry and Cathy Lauver
•	 Peggy and Paul Roberts given by The Leivy Family
•	 Nancy and Greg Hutchins given by Susan and Sander Leivy 
•	 Loretta and Anton Haas given by Stephen, Allison, Laura, and Patty Lemon
•	 Aunt Jean and Uncle Lee given by Stephen, Allison, Laura, and Patty Lemon
•	 Nana and Poppop given by Stephen, Allison, Laura, and Patty Lemon
•	 Mamama given by Stephen, Allison, Laura, and Patty Lemon
•	 Mamaw and Grandaddy given by Stephen, Allison, Laura, and Patty Lemon
•	 Maw and Papaw given by Stephen, Allison, Laura, and Patty Lemon
•	 Mary Anna Booker Link given by Christopher, Elizabeth, and Eleanor Link 
•	 Barbara Boyle Lemon given by William Lemon
•	 James G. and Elizabeth W. Lemon given by William Lemon
•	 John W. and Sadie R. Boyle given by William Lemon 
•	 Samuel Gordon Bickford, Jr. given by Berta Lowe
•	 Bill Mangus given by Retzler and Robert Mangus 
•	 Barbara Boyle Lemon given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig
•	 John W. and Sadie R. Boyle given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig
•	 James G. and Elizabeth W. Lemon given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig
•	 Leonardo Ospina Villada given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig
•	 Elizabeth Welchman given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig
•	 Our parents and brothers, Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Lineweaver, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. George A. McLean, Mr. 

Robert N. Lineweaver III, and Frank L. McLean given by Anna and Al McLean
•	 Paul and Virginia Dalton given by Dave, Lisa, and Quinn Miller



•	 Arnold and Betty Johnson given by Dave, Lisa, and Quinn Miller
•	 George and Edith Miller given by Dave, Lisa, and Quinn Miller
•	 Jean and Dick Smith given by Nancy Miller
•	 Jean and Dick Smith given by Katherine and AJ Mealor, Bryan and Tucker
•	 Jean and Dick Smith given by Taylor and Mackenzie Miller 
•	 Martha H. Swertfeger given by Pam and Joe Moskal
•	 Ola B. Harbison given by Pam and Joe Moskal
•	 James Wesley Harbison, Sr. given by Pam and Joe Moskal
•	 Nani B. Swertfeger given by Pam and Joe Moskal
•	 H. William Swertfeger, Sr. given by Pam and Joe Moskal
•	 Fredrick and Bobbie Richardson given by Rick and Pam Murray 
•	 Dick and Evelyn Murray given by Rick and Pam Murray
•	 Phyllis and Walter Dickey given by Phyllis and Randy Norbo
•	 Charlie Loftin given by Catherine Loftin Odum, Rob, Alice, and Cassie Odum
•	 Jim Revercomb, Jr. given by the family 
•	 Our parents, Jim and Nancy Robertson and Lawrence and Marjorie Gaines given by Jim and Ruth Robertson 
•	 John H. Young given by his grandchildren 
•	 Jack Smith, beloved dad and grandpa given by Jeff and Beth Smith and family 
•	 Mr. and Mrs. R. O. Robertson, Jr. given by John and Mary Emily Thomas
•	 Mr. and Mrs. Jack Staton given by John and Mary Emily Thomas
•	 Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lynn given by John and Mary Emily Thomas
•	 Dr. and Mrs. John Thomas, Jr. given by John and Mary Emily Thomas
•	 Pete Frentz given by The Underwood Family, Nate, Chrissy, Drew, and Ellie
•	 Barbara Wilson given by The Underwood Family, Nate, Chrissy, Drew, and Ellie
•	 Ted Powers given by The Underwood Family, Nate, Chrissy, Drew, and Ellie
•	 My parents, William K. Vaught and Eleanor Ferguson Vaught given by Beth Vaught Jenkins
•	 Bill and Paula Bumgarner given by Stephen and Karen Waskey
•	 Carlton Waskey and in honor of Mary Ann Waskey given by Stephen and Karen Waskey 
•	 James Michael Dillon and Martha Powell Dillon given by Cynthia and Mark Lawrence
•	 Cullen Dillard Lawrence and Ellen Hawks Lawrence given by Mark and Cynthia Lawrence
•	 Paul Buford given by Frances Buford

In Celebration and in Honor of . . .
•	 Cindy Smith given by Jennifer and Paul Edwards, Kelly and Gary Wunderlich, Madison Wunderlich, and 

Michael Waggoner 
•	 Our parents given by David Maxson and Nancy Gray 
•	 Our children and grandchildren, Julia, Rolf, Joseph and Sarah Craven, Bo, Lisa and Samuel Mallory given by 

Brooke and Emily Mallory
•	 Our children and grandchildren given by Betty and Ed Lesko
•	 Hayden Hollingsworth given by Johanna Henretta
•	 Our children and grandchildren, Russ and Heather Ellett, Lucy Paige and Katherine, Sinclair and David 

Gilespie, Richard, Walker and Harrison given by Frank and Lucy Ellett 
•	 Sara Airheart given by Mary, Mike, and Becky
•	 Dr. George Anderson given by Robert and Carol White



•	 Rev. Elizabeth Link given by Robert and Carol White
•	 Rev. Ben Brannan given by Robert and Carol White
•	 Jeff and Marianne Sandborg given by Robert and Carol White
•	 Our daughters given by Robert and Carol White
•	 Alberta Lowe given by Gordon, Ann, and David  
•	 Bill and Susan Lancaster given by Pierce, Emily, Locke, Livi, and Gaines Lancaster
•	 Connor, Robert, Parker, Lawson, Heys, and Grove Fralin given by Pierce, Emily, Locke, Livi and Gaines 

Lancaster 
•	 My children and grandchildren given by Gloria Burleigh
•	 My sisters, Lynn and Cindy given by Katherine Elliott
•	 Dr. Randall Rhea given by Katherine Elliott
•	 Our ministers and staff given by Joyce and Ben Harris 
•	 Lori Privott, Assistant Preschool Director given by Alice Light 
•	 Our family, Catherine and Stephen, Oliver and Hannah, Caroline and Evan, Eleanor and Margot given by 

Kirk and Sarah Ludwig
•	 Our amazing ministers, staff and chancel choir given by Kirk and Sarah Ludwig
•	 Jim and Cely Graham given by Retzler and Robert Mangus
•	 Emily Mangus given by Retzler and Robert Mangus
•	 Tom and Barbara Smith given by Retzler and Robert Mangus
•	 Judy Bishop given by Retzler and Robert Mangus
•	 Our children and grandchildren, Mac McLean and Rob, Lindsley, June, Elin and Lucas McLean given by 

Anna and Al McLean
•	 H. William Swertfeger, Jr. given by Pam and Joe Moskal
•	 Alice Loftin given by Catherine Loftin Odum, Rob, Alice, and Cassie Odum 
•	 Our grandchildren, Tilden and Gaines Gilchrist, Auggie and Stevie Greene given by Jim and Ruth Robertson 
•	 Our mother and grandmother, Mia Copeland given by Aaron and Amanda Copeland and Brooke Rosen
•	 Ron and Jodi Ayers given by their bonus grandchildren
•	 In honor of our parents/grandparents, Phil and Linda Shiner and Mary Lynne Smith given by Jeff and Beth 

Smith and family
•	 Our children and grandchildren given by Kathy and Bruce Stockburger
•	 Our children, Tessa Swanson and Jamie Swanson given by CJ and Marc Swanson
•	 The ministers and staff of Second Presbyterian Church given by Beth Vaught Jenkins
•	 Alice Light, Lori Privott, and the teachers of Second Presbyterian Preschool given by Beth Vaught Jenkins
•	 The ringers of the Second Presbyterian Handbell Choir given by Beth Vaught Jenkins
•	 Our goddaughter, Anne Tillison Avis, given by Cynthia and Mark Lawrence
•	 George, Elizabeth, Ben and the entire church staff given by Cynthia and Mark Lawrence

214 Mountain Avenue, SW
Roanoke, VA 24016

We welcome your notes of correction to this listing.
(540-343-3659)

Finding direction by following Jesus.


