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PASTOR’S NOTES - DR. GEORGE C. ANDERSON

ADVENT SERMON SERIES & SERVICES

The Gospels speak of days of cultural tension in Palestine. Rome was an occupy-
ing force, King Herod could be ruthless in his rule, illnesses like leprosy (Hansen’s
disease) were common and poverty was the norm. Yet, early in the Gospels, songs
keep breaking out. | am talking of a mother’s cousin, or an old priest, or even an-
gels. Joy erupts over the news that a particular child is born into the world.

This is my pastor’s note, but | want to quote Elizabeth Link’s beautiful words about
our upcoming Advent Sermon Series: “This Advent season, Second Presbyterian
chooses light and love and joy even in the midst of a weary world. Our Advent ser-
mon series, Sing in Exultation, celebrates the good news of Jesus when and where
the world least expects it.”

Here’s the schedule for the series: Sunday Mornings, December 1-29, 2024.

And Worship on Christmas Eve, Tuesday, Dec. 24:

*12:00 p.m. Noon Worship Service, Sanctuary/Live Stream
*  5:00 p.m. Family Worship Service, Sanctuary

* 10:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship Service, Sanctuary

MEN’s RETREAT
On November 8-9, | had the pleasure of attending the Men’s Retreat at Eagle Eyrie.
-1- continued on page 2. . .
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PASTOR’S NOTES - DR. GEORGE C. ANDERSON

It was a highly musical event. The speaker was a Jazz
musician turned pastor, Chris Vogado, and our chief
musician was Carter Brothers. We sang a lot, and
the theme for the weekend was the history of rock
music and how it relates to the life of the church. It
was educational, thought-provoking and wonderful.

continued from page 1. ..

However, that is not why | am writing this note. |
want to tell you about a paradigm shift | had at the
retreat. When | saw what the topic was, | knew it
was going to be interesting, but | wondered how
the older men who attended the retreat might feel.
Then came my moment. Ken Sizemore is not old,
but he was one of the older men attending the re-
treat. He serves on our session and looks every bit
the part of the respectable financial manager that he
is. Chris mentioned Woodstock, and Ken decided to show me a picture of what he
looked like back then. You can see that “Before” picture below as well as an "After”
picture that was taken recently.

Chris Vogado (left) and Carter
Brothers (right) leading music at the
Men’s Retreat.

It dawned on me. Everyone in that room grew up with Rock and Roll. You have to
be well past retirement age to have any adult years that were not also Rock and
Roll years. The Beatles appeared on The Ed Sullivan Show 14 years before Adam
Levine was born, 15 years before Pink was born, 25 years before Taylor Swift was
born, and 30 years before Justin Bieber was born.

That is what Chris was trying to realize. Some think of Rock and Roll as the music
of rebellion, but the music’s history reflects what happens to people, cultures and
churches. There is a constant tension and ebb and flow between convergence
and divergence. Perhaps what music seeks is what we all hope to achieve; not the
uniformity of a single melody where everyone sings the same notes in the same
key, but the blending of different voices singing different parts, creating a beautiful
harmony.

Ken Sizemore’s
“before and dfter”
photos.

Two Endnotes:

1. Chris is one half of a clergy couple. His wife, Rachel, works for us part-time
and soon will be a fulltime pastor at Covenant Presbyterian Church.

2. Itis possible that a primary motivation for writing this note is so that | can
show Ken Sizemore with his Woodstock look.

FAKE EMAILS

It is time for me to offer my periodic public service announcement concerning
emails. You might from time to time get an email that supposedly is from me, but
which really is a scam. It might help to know that in my emails | never sign my full
name, or even my full first name. | never follow my signature with a title (the teas-
ing | would get if | did alone is reason enough for me not to do this). | am never
vague about anything asking you to respond. And | never ask to be sent money or
purchase a gift card.

)
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GALS’ GATHERING @ ALTA MONs | MeN’s RETREAT @ EAGLE EYRIE | NOVEMBER 2024

We give thanks for everyone who joined us, for those who helped make each weekend so meaningful,
and for our guest speakers, Hannah Anderson and Rev. Chris Vogado!




CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

THE LONGEST NIGHT
December 18, 2024 | 6:00 p.m. | Sanctuary

For those who have experienced loss, the holidays can be a
particularly painful time, stirring up grief in acute ways. Many
W\ Z ' churches have adopted the practice of hosting a Longest Night
0*’0/6%/7/474 4 service on or around the winter solstice, honoring those grap-
A corvice of prager, refleciion i pling with loss and grief. On Wednesday, Dec 18, at 6:00 p.m.
and remembrance. * % ) in the Sanctuary we will hold a Longest Night service of prayer,
: song, and meditation. Our hope is that this worship service will
create a safe and sacred space for those who are struggling to
feel the joy and light of this Advent and Christmas season due
to loss of any kind. We do not intend for this service to be a
service of healing, for what we lose cannot always be replaced.
DECEMBER 18, 2024 | 6:00 P.M. Instead, we hope this service will acknowledge the hole that
T T e St grief leaves in one’s heart while simultaneously remembering

that we worship a God who is with us, even in the darkest of
times.

ADVENT SUNDAY ScHooL SERIES: CHARLES DICKENS’ A CHRISTMAS CAROL
December 1, 8, 15 & 22 | 9:45 a.m. | Fellowship Hall or Chapel

Join Carter Brothers and the 2PC Victorian Repertory Theatre Troupe (with George Anderson cast
as Scrooge!) each Sunday during Advent where they will be raising “the Ghost of an Idea” that Dick-
ens’ A Christmas Carol in Prose, Being a Ghost Story of Christmas can help you experience deeper and
more meaningful Advent and Christmas seasons. Each Sunday, Carter will lead us through the Ad-
vent themes presented in that week’s Stave (Dickens preferred that archaic music term, being a carol
after all, to our more familiar “chapter”) while the Troupe recreates one or two memorable scenes
to “set the stage” for our discussion. The church will have some
copies of the Dickens’ classic available on a first-come, first-to-enjoy
status, but you may wish to procure your own copy for the study.
Until then, God bless us, everyone! q

A5 4 '*gr;-" ]

Dates and Locations: N

* Dec 1, Fellowship Hall HRISTMAS
* Dec 8, Chapel = AI)\/

* Dec 15, Chapel e =P U

*  Dec 22, Fellowship Hall

A

Image source: Wallpapers.com



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
HOLIDAY WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULES

ADVENT WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Join us for Worship this Advent and Christmas Season.
(The church office will be closed on Christmas Day, December 25, and New Year’s Day, January 1.)

Regular Sunday Morning Worship: Christmas Eve Dec. 24:
* 845 am. Early Service, Sanctuary * 12:00 p.m. Noon Service, Sanctuary/Live Stream
*  9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all ages *  5:00 p.m. Family Worship Service, Sanctuary
* 11:00 a.m. Late Service, Sanctuary/Live Stream * 10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service, Sanctuary

SUNDAY ScHooL AND PANCAKE BREAKFAST UPDATES
Sunday school will not meet on December 29, though Children, Worship, & Wonder (for children in Pre-K
through first grade) will meet on December 29 during the 11:00 a.m. worship service.

Sunday school will resume for all ages on January 12.

On Sunday, January 5, members and visitors of all ages are invited to attend a pancake breakfast during the
Sunday school hour in Fellowship Hall. This breakfast is sponsored in partnership by the Christian Education
Committee and the Congregational Life Committee.

Let us take time to share a meal together, get to know recent members and confirmands from the 2024 year,
and give thanks to those Sunday school teachers who work tirelessly all year long. Regularly scheduled Sun-
day school classes for all ages will resume on January 12.

UprcoMING POP-UP SuNDAY ScHooL DATEs
Mark your calendars for these engaging upcoming Pop-Up Sunday School classes:

* February 2 — Dr. Richard (“Dick”) L. Guerrant, MD
Dick and his wife Nancy have recently returned to the Roanoke Valley to be closer
to family. Joining Second Presbyterian earlier this fall from Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Charlottesville, Dick brings with him a wealth of knowledge and experience
in the fields of science and faith. Devoting his career at UVA to infectious disease
medicine and international health, Dick has authored countless clinical articles, re-
views, and edited medical textbooks. Dick’s faith has been a driving force in his medi-
cal career. In addition to his academic work, he has also authored books on the topic
of the evolutionary survival value of caring for others. His focus for our February Pop-
Up class will center on why he believes caring for others is imperative for our future.

* March 2 — Second Presbyterian’s Green Team o
Join Bob Groth and members of our church’s Green Team as we consider - S U N DAY

the ways we are called to care for creation. More details to come. &
oSCHOOLY
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

Ehisimas Linney
& PAGEANT

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 | 5:00 P.M.

We look forward to our traditional Christmas Dinner and Pageant on Sunday, December 8! Those who did not reg-
ister for dinner are still welcome to join us at 6:15 p.m. in the sanctuary for the Christmas Pageant with music by the
children. You do not have to attend the dinner to see the pageant.

KNITTED HATS FOR HIGHLAND PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN
Return Finished Items ASAP

Thanks to all those who have been knitting this season to help keep the children of
Highland Park Elementary warm! The children love receiving these hats every year.
Reminder to please return your finished hats and scarfs to the Hospitality Room
closet by early December. This program was started by our beloved Margaret Foss.
Contact Emily Mallory with questions (540-344-1780).

Church members enjoyed crafting at the Advent Workshop on Sunday, November 24 in Fellowship Hall.
—6—



CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

SECOND WELCOMES ELLEN WEBSTER

Let’s warmly welcome Ellen Webster to our Second
family! Ellen became a member of the church on Sep-
tember 15, 2024, through the reaffirmation of her faith.
She is the proud mother of two adult sons who reside in
Northern Virginia.

Ellen was raised in South Roanoke, where she and her
family were active members of Second Presbyterian, and
she completed her education at North Cross School.
She later attended Sweet Briar College, earning a BA in
English. For the majority of her career, Ellen worked as a
technical editor for government contractors in Washing-
ton, D.C., and she has spent the past eight years in retail.

In her free time, Ellen enjoys immersing herself in con-
temporary and historical fiction, creating portraits and
landscapes with pastels and colored pencils, and tackling
daily crossword puzzles. =

Ellen is eager to connect with fellow
church members, so please take a mo-
ment to introduce yourself! VWe are so
glad to have her back at Second.

Submitted by Connie Polly, Engagement Coordinator.

FAMILY PROMISE
THANK YOU to all of our volunteers who served this
year with Family Promise, and who helped make their

guests feel at home in Alexa House! Stay tuned for our
2025 hosting dates.

Would you like to help families with children celebrate
the holidays? Family Promise provides gift cards to
guests so they have the dignity of shopping for their
own families for the holiday. This year they are accepting
Walmart, Visa, and gas cards for the families in $25 or
$50 increments. If you feel called to purchase a gift card
in support of these families, please place gift cards in an
envelope with Lucinda Hancock’s name and place it in
her box at church (outside the workroom) by Sunday,
December 8. Questions? Email luhhancock@gmail.com.

% GIFT CARDS FOR

THE HOLIDAYS *
FamilyPromise

of Greater Roanoke

— NEws & NOTES —

Flowers

Oct. 13 - Given by the church.......... Oct. 20 - Given in
memory of Robert H. Bennett by the family.......... Oct. 27
- Given in loving memory of Marian Kirk Dille, John Adams
Dille, Drucilla Dille McNiel, Jane Dille Klise, John Adams
Dille, Jr., J. Kirk Dille and Jennie Evans Dille by Mrs. J.
Kirk Dille and Dr. and Mrs. John E Schmedge.......... Nov.
3 - Given by Jim and Ruth Robertson and John and Mary
Robertson Delaney in loving memory of their parents, Jim
and Nancy Robertson, and their brother, John Robertson.
The flowers in the Columbarium were given to the glory
of God and in memory of all of the saints who are interred
there.......... Nov. 10 - Given in loving memory of Jack
Stanley and Pat and George Vaughan by John and Lisa
Stanley.

Sympathy

Sympathy is extended to Clint and Nancy Hopkins on
the death of Clints sister, Anita Hopkins Cox, on Friday,
September 20, 2024.......... Sympathy is extended to Kathy
and Vic Gilchrist on the death of Kathy’s father, Robert B.
Fay, Sr., on Wednesday, October 9, 2024.......... Sympathy
is extended to Chris and Cindy Appel on the death of
Chris’ stepfather, Renny Lynch, on Saturday, October
12, 2024. Our prayers are also with their children Tyler,
Riley, and Gage.......... Sympathy is extended to Clint and
Nancy Hopkins on the death of Clints sister, Dorothy
Hopkins Tatum, on Sunday, October 20 at 101 years
old.......... Our sympathies extend to Mary Emily and John
Thomas on the death of Mary Emily’s grandmother, Nancy
Robertson of Huntington, WV, on Monday, October 21,
2024. Our prayers are also with their children, Virginia
and Catherine.......... Our sympathies extend to Lori and
David Rakes on the death of Lori’s father, Duane Lenart
of Roanoke, who passed away on Sunday, October 27,
2024. Our prayers are also with their children, Katherine
and Will.......... Sympathy is extended to Dee Moore on
the death of her sister, Ruth Turner of Woodlawn, VA, on
Monday, October 28, 2024.

Concerns
Anne Macfarlane, Vernelle Walker and her family.

New Arrivals

Congratulations to Jerry Lusk on the birth of his great-
grandson, Michael Liam Miller, on Wednesday, October
9, 2024 to parents Megan and Scott Miller..........
Congratulations to Phyllis and Randy Norbo on the arrival
of their granddaughter, Anne “Annie” Callison Chuchla
born on Tuesday, October 8, 2024 to parents Kate and Rob
Chuchla. Proud big sister is Charlotte.



SUSTAINABILITY SPOTLIGHT

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

o .
plastic bags candy
candy bags, wrappers

GREEN TEAM GOES TRUNK OR TREATING

The Green Team is always looking for opportunities to join in youth-lead activities—especially activities that are
member supported and focused on community outreach. Such was the case on Sunday, October 27 when more than
300 people from the church, neighborhood, preschool families, mission partners, and nearby schools gathered in the
church parking lot to enjoy this year’s “SPOOKtacular” 4th Annual 2PC Youth Trunk or Treat! As highlighted in the
Pastor’s Weekly Letter & Announcements, “Our spirited youth will have games for the children, while our church
members deck out their trunks and shower everyone with candy.” The games were set, trunks adorned, kids cos-
tumed, and candy, candy, everywhere! Throw in hot dogs, snow cones, and cotton candy... well you get the idea.

As you might imagine, the Green Team’s trunk displayed an Earth Care message. There were side-by-side scenes: one
that portrayed the beauty of nature and the other that portrayed the scary things that diminish nature’s beauty. Recy-
cling boxes were also provided in several locations illustrating how candy wrappers and candy packaging differ.

This was the first year that the Green Team participated in Trunk or Treat. Hopefully, we can do it again next year. It's
all about finding direction, connection, and identity in who we are as children of God.

GREEN TEAM
Grounded by Scripture, Informed by Science.



YOUTH

The youth would like to thank everyone who contributed to
our Middle School Hunger Buster Initiative that supported
the Presbyterian Community Center pantry. We received
tons of donations, and those donations went to serve the
underserved in our community during the holiday season! In
fact, our donations came to a total of $2,405.15!

This amount was totaled by the Presbyterian Community
Center, as each item is given a price for their non-profit ac-
counting purposes... and IT'S THE BIGGEST DONATION

THEY HAVE HAD ALL YEAR! Thank you so very much to
our congregation for your generosity!!!

December 1st is the Youth Christmas Party! This year
we will celebrate the season by turning back the clock with
a Dashing Through the Decades party! Sift through the closet
and find your flapper dress, pull out your wool coat and
cashmere cardigan, flip the collar up on your leather jack-
et, pull out your peace necklace, white gloves, and colorful
prints to go with your bell bottoms, dust off that fanny pack
and scrunchy, zip up that nylon jump suit, or go grudge with

baggy overalls and a flannel shirt. And remember to add Middle school youth sorted, packed, and delivered
your Christmas and Holiday flare!! VWe will be in the Fellowship all food items donated for their Hunger Busters
Hall from 5 — 7 p.m. for dinner, games, and fun for the ages! initiative to the PCC on Sunday, November 17.

SUMMER 2025
Is there a better gift for Christmas than the gift of summer fun!!?? We have several options for our youth to participate
in growth and mission. To best plan for the summer trips we have in store, we are asking that families complete sign
ups (submitting forms and paying the $100 deposit per trip) by January 31st. Final payments will be due by June 1st.
High School Mission Trip w. Appalachian Service Project: June 22-28 (current 9th-12th grade) — cost $500
+  This mission trip is meaningful in the ways we experience community and relationships. This year will be
most meaningful as the need is great due to Hurricane Helene.
Montreat Youth Conference: July 27-Aug 2 (rising 9th-current 12th) — cost $500
+ Following the devastation in Montreat, this summer’s conferences may look a little different and will have
added meaning. This is a highlight and formative experience for all youth to share with other youth from
around the country.
At-Home Mini Mission: August 4-8 (Rising éth-current 12th) — No Cost
* This year we are teaming up with Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church (and hopefully additional Roanoke
churches) to serve our city!

UPcoMING YOUTH DATEs
» December 1 — Youth Christmas Party: “Dashing through the Decades”
*  December 4 — Confirmation Examination
*  December 8 — Church Christmas Dinner and Pageant
» December 11 — Midweek Manna & Mini Manna
* January 12 — Confirmation Sunday
»  February 2 — Youth Sunday



FINANCIAL FOCUS

CONTRIBUTIONS TO SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH — OCTOBER 2024

Preschool Endowment Fund
In memory of Sara McGhee by
Ann and Chris Bickley

Music Fund
In memory of Jay Massey by
Ron and Jodi Ayers
In memory of Al Hurt by
Lou and Suzie Castern
Jim and Mary Ann Johnson
Mary Ann Waskey
Carole Mayberry

Mountain Avenue Fund
In memory of Jay Massey by
Donna and Kelly Speas

Dominican Republic Mission Trip Fund
In memory of Felix Goodrum by

Kenneth and Sara Tuck
In honor of Dee Moore by

Kenneth and Sara Tuck

Property Maintenance and Repair Fund
In memory of Jay Massey by
Jim and Mary Johnson
In memory of Catherine Smeltzer by
Mary Ann Waskey
In memory of Renny Lynch by
George and Millie Anderson
Loretta Phillips

Other funds are available for your contributions.
Please contact Nathan Anderson, Church Admin-
istrator, at 540-343-3659 or admin@spres.org.
This list includes donations received between Oct.
1-31, 2024.

*We sincerely regret any errors or 0missions in this
list. Please contact the Church Administrator, 540-
343-3659, to help us get it corrected.

NOTICE ON YEAR-END CONTRIBUTIONS

Important Notice: To ensure the deductibility of your church contributions, please do not file your
2024 income tax return until you have received a written acknowledgment of your contributions
from the church. You may lose a deduction for some contributions if you file your tax return before

receiving this written acknowledgment.

Timing of Contributions: In order for your contributions to the church to be deductible in 2024,
they must be brought to the church by Tuesday, December 31 or postmarked by December 31,
2024. If the office is closed, please put your contributions in the administrator’s mailbox in the staff

workroom.

~10-



CALENDAR - DECEMBER 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8:45am Worship Service, Sanctuary Preschool Hallelujah ~ |9:30am Staff Meeting |12:00pm Bulletin 7:15am Men's Bible
9:45am Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir |Mountain, Chapel Article Deadline Study, Reading
Room 6:30pm Al Anon & 5:15pm Called Session |Room/Zoom
9:45am POP-UP, Fellowship Hall Alateen, Trent Meeting for 10:30am Women's
9:45am Sunday School Classroom, Reading Examination of Bible Study, Session
11:00am Worship Service, Room, Library Confirmation Class of |Room
Sanctuary/Live Stream 6:30pm Cub Scouts, 2025, Sanctuary 4:00pm Christian
5:00pm Youth Group, Fellowship Hall |Cafe 5:15pm Personnel Education Committee
5:30pm Welcome Families to the Alexa |6:45pm Scouts Committee, Zoom and [Meeting, Hybrid
House Session Room
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8:45am Worship Service, Sanctuary 5:30pm Service and 9:30am Staff Meeting |12:00pm Bulletin 7:15am Men's Bible 11:00am Chancel Choir
9:45am Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir |Outreach Committee  |5:00pm Congregational |Article Deadline Study, Reading Rehearsal with
Room Meeting, Zoom and Life Meeting, Zoom 12:00pm Christmas Eve|Room/Zoom Instruments
9:45am Handbell Choir Rehearsal Session Room 5:15pm Trent Fund Bulletin Deadline 10:30am Women's
9:45am POP-UP 6:30pm Al Anon & Subcommittee, Zoom |12:00pm Second Sheet |Bible Study, Session
9:45am Sunday School Alateen, Trent Article Deadline Room
11:00am Worship Service, Classroom, Reading 5:00pm Green Team, |5:00pm Property
Sanctuary/Live Stream Room, Library Zoom/Trent Classroom |Committee Meeting,
5:00pm Christmas Dinner and Pageant  |6:30pm Cub Scouts, 5:15pm Worship & Session Room/Zoom
Cafe Music Committee,
6:45pm Scouts Zoom and Session
Room
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Cantata at Both Services 6:30pm Al Anon & 9:30am Staff Meeting  |8:05am Preschool 7:15am Men's Bible
8:00am Chancel Choir Warmup Alateen, Trent Committee Meeting,  |Study, Reading
8:45am Worship Service, Sanctuary Classroom, Reading Hybrid Room/Zoom
9:45am Handbell Choir Rehearsal Room, Library 12:00pm Bulletin 10:30am Women's
9:45am POP-UP, Chapel 6:30pm Cub Scouts, Article Deadline for Bible Study, Session
9:45am Sunday School Cafe Dec 22 and Dec 29 Room
11:00am Worship Service, 6:45pm Scouts 5:15pm Finance
Sanctuary/Live Stream Committee, Zoom and
5:30pm Welcome Families to the Alexa Session Room
House 6:00pm Longest Night,
Sanctuary
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8:45am Worship Service, Sanctuary Preschool Closed: Preschool Closed: Preschool and Church  |Preschool Closed: Preschool Closed:
9:45am Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir |Christmas Holiday Christmas Holiday Closed: Christmas Christmas Holiday Christmas Holiday

Room

9:45am POP-UP, Fellowship Hall
9:45am Sunday School

11:00am Worship Service,
Sanctuary/Live Stream

6:30pm Al Anon &
Alateen, Trent
Classroom, Reading
Room, Library
6:30pm Cub Scouts,
Cafe

6:45pm Scouts

12:00pm Worship
Service with
Communion, Sanctuary
5:00pm Family
Worship Service with
baptism of Howard
James Revercomb,
Sanctuary

9:15pm Choir
Rehearsal, Choir Room
10:00pm Candelight
'Worship, Sanctuary

Holiday

29

Two Cents a Meal

8:45am Worship Service, Sanctuary
11:00am Worship Service,
Sanctuary/Live Stream

30

Preschool Closed:
Christmas Holiday
12:00pm Bulletin
Deadline for Jan 05
12:00pm Memorial for
Sara McGhee with
reception in Fellowship
Hall

6:30pm Al Anon &
Alateen, Trent
Classroom, Reading
Room, Library
6:30pm Cub Scouts,
Cafe

6:45pm Scouts

31

Preschool Closed:
Christmas Holiday
9:30am Staff Meeting

Calendar info
as of Nov 13

MontHLY Foop CorLEcTION FOR PCC: The food items for the month of December are Christmas season foods
and baking mixes. A donation bin is in the coat closet (please check the expiration date before donating).
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
9:45 A.M. | FELLOWSHIP HALL

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

Enjoy this time of fellowship and food
as we celebrate our recent members and
confirmands and give thanks for our

amazing church school volunteers!




