
Finding direction by following Jesus. December 2021

The Advent and Christmas Season
      Plans for the Advent and Christmas season are shaping up.  
Here are some highlights:
      An Advent Sermon Series will be offered called “Advent in 
Plain Sight.” We will be looking for holy meaning in ordinary things: 
gates, tears, belts, trees, cloth, light, gold, stars.
      Carols, Cookies & Cocoa will take place on December 12 
at 6:00 p.m. when Marianne and I will offer a program of Christmas 
Carols and songs in the sanctuary. (Don’t worry, I won’t lead the 
singing). Afterwards, we’ll enjoy cookies, cider, and hot chocolate in 
the Fellowship Hall. 
      Winter Solstice is the shortest day of the year, Tuesday, De-
cember 21. That evening at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary, Rev. Link will 
lead a Longest Night liturgy designed particularly for those who 
will for the first time face Christmas without a loved one.
      On Christmas Eve, we will offer four services: one recorded, 
three in the sanctuary, and two simultaneously live streamed. 

• A brief casual service (available online on Christmas Eve).
• A Noon Service with communion and a baptism (also live 

streamed).
• A Family Service at 5:00 p.m. with a baptism (also live 

streamed).
• A Service of Lights, Lessons and Carols at 10:00 p.m.
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 Pastor’s Notes - George C. Anderson



Reflections from Christmas 2020
2020 was a Christmas to remember. So much was different about the ways we were able  
to gather and celebrate. Last year we asked, “What did you learn this Christmas that you  

will carry with you into the future?” Here are just are a few of your reflections: 

“At our household, this was a long, quiet holiday. While we did decorate the house and put up the outside lights, one thing we did 
not do was hang up stockings. I always told my boys that if you don’t believe in Santa, he won’t come to your house, so always 
hang up your stockings. . . . Amazingly, Santa came anyway! I have never actually met the guy before, but he showed up at the 
house at about 10:00 a.m. Christmas morning driving a white Camry. He was not decked out in a suit or hat, no decorations on 
the car or anything, but I knew it was him by his jolly belly, button nose, and his big, white, fluffy beard. . . . He was bent over the 
steering wheel writing up paperwork for me to sign, and he smiled through his half-glasses when I came to the window. He had an 
envelope for us from our son and his family in New Zealand! I had been waiting and hoping for that envelope for weeks and was 
sort of heartbroken when it didn’t arrive. BUT THEN IT DID! Inside was a clay mold of little Caroline’s 1½-year-old hand. Miracles 
do happen, and I will always, always believe in Santa!”

“Over the holidays this year I have tried to be more mindful and appreciative of the many blessings I have and to give thanks. For 
the amazing shape of a snowflake and the shimmer of morning frost, the for the comfort of my couch and blanket, for the loved 
ones I care so deeply for but too often take for granted... I hope to see more clearly each year the ever-present blessings found in 
the small, mundane, and otherwise normal moments of life so that I may stay grounded in love and appreciation during life’s not-
so-normal moments.”

“In a year where sanity—along with toilet paper, paper towels, 
and civility—went extinct... reflecting on this Age of Isolation... I 
recalled the lyrics to the song “Borderline” by Joni Mitchell.”

“HUMBLE PIE: The lesson for 2020 seems best expressed in: 
• John 8:7 – …(Jesus) said unto them, “He that is without 

sin among you, let him first cast a stone...”
• 1 John 1:8 – If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
Among the Christmas treats this year I indulged in a healthy 
slice of Humble Pie: unappetizing, indigestible with a GERD-
inducing bitter after-taste; but sugar-free and a great laxative 
when pride or self-righteousness afflicts me. Food for thought. I 
invite you to the same.”

“This Christmas I learned about Jesse trees from my sister-in-
law (who was raised Catholic). She made one with her children 
when they were small. I thought it was a sweet devotional pre-
Christmas!”

“This year I learned more than ever that time with family is 
precious. Traditions of getting Christmas pajamas on Christmas 
Eve night (even into adulthood), eating Christmas breakfast as 
a family, and enjoying opening gifts all together are a blessing.  
In years past there may have been a rush to get through them, 
but when you can’t gather as a family and go months without 
seeing them due to fear of illness, it is the little things and the 
things we forget are actually big things that I will hold closer 
and enjoy more. I have learned to slow down and be in the 
moment and enjoy the holiday season, for we never know what 
life will bring. Time spent together and memories made mean 
the world.”
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Thanksgiving
      In preparation for a talk I gave at Brandon Oaks, I researched what psychol-
ogists say are best strategies for living fully during a pandemic. They offered sug-
gestions such as creating a new routine even if it is temporary, finding a project, 
and taking care of your body and spirit. 
      Not surprisingly, maintaining a positive attitude and finding reasons to be 
thankful was on their lists. A thankful spirit is an expansive one because it leans 
into opportunities to love and live more fully.
      It is not hard for me to find reasons to be thankful. Having the opportunity 
to serve a congregation that has such a positive impact in lives and the world is 
certainly one of the first reasons that comes to mind.

Stewardship
      I will always be proud of how faithful the members of Second Presbyterian 
Church were in the first year and a half of the pandemic. No one knew what 
the impact of the pandemic would be, so the congregation rose to the challenge 
not only of supporting the programs and ministries of the church but increasing 
support for benevolent ministries in a major way. 
      Those who have pledged for next year’s budget continue to show that level 
of support. The only concern is that the total number of pledges that have 
come in lags behind last year. My guess is that the congregation does not have 
the same sense of urgency. That is understandable, and I am happy that many 
are growing confident that conditions will continue to improve. Still, our con-
gregation has exciting opportunities ahead to provide a strong witness to the 
grace of God so needed in our world. So, if you have not yet made your pledge, 
please do so.

Mission Build
      While the financial season of Stewardship has been going on, we have 
grown silent with the Mission Build Campaign. However, I think it is helpful for 
members to know where the campaign stands before year’s end. To date, the 
church has in gifts and pledges reached $1,455,319.51. We are within reach of 
our goals. So that all four projects receive what we dreamed of giving, we need 
$1.6 million dollars. Perhaps some “end of fiscal year” decisions will be made 
that will wrap up this historic campaign.
      Meanwhile, you might be interested to know that:

• A team has been meeting to think through the renovation and design of 
the facility that will be known as “Alexa House.” 

• It is possible that, within months, ground will be broken to begin con-
struction of the new Presbyterian Community Center facility.

• A medical team has been formed to go to the Dominican Republic in 
March, and we will be able to see the hospital nearing completion. 

• Plans continue to evolve for the William R. Klein Center at Union Pres-
byterian Seminary, and the renovation of Westminster Hall could also 
begin taking place within months.

 Pastor’s Notes - George C. Anderson
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Youth
The month of November was one for the books! 
Here is what all happened… the girls of Midweek Man-
na made blankets for the Rescue Mission… the Con-
firmation class attended Temple Emanuel for a Shabbat 
Service remembering Krystallnacht and the horrific 
events that took place back on November 9-10, 1938 
in Nazi Germany… the youth experienced the gos-
pel of Mark in a new way with Afraid… we bundled 
up with warm blankets and hot chocolate to watch 
a movie under the stars… the Middle School Youth 
collected and dropped off tons of food donations for 
the Presbyterian Community Center’s Hunger Busters 
initiative… the High School Youth gathered for a cov-
ered-dish “Friendsgiving” at the Bloomfield’s house… 
and the youth engaged in a daily gratitude prompt on 
Instagram for a Month of Thanksgiving! 

WHEW… what a month!

Coming up on Sunday, December 5, the youth will 
have a Christmas Party from 5:00-6:30 p.m. We 
will celebrate the season of hope, joy, peace, and love 
together!

Monday Mental Health Check-ins: Each Monday 
in December, the youth are invited to come to the 
Intersection between 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. to hang out, 
study, talk, and be together. 

Important Dates Ahead:
 January 9 – Confirmation Sunday
 February 6 – Youth Sunday
 February 19 – Youth Ski Trip to Winterplace (sign  
 up online)

Summer 2022: We know it is only December, but 
summer plans for 2022 are well underway. To best 
plan for the summer trips we have in store, we are 
asking that families complete sign ups (submitting forms 
and paying the $100 deposit per trip) by January 31.

• Massanetta Middle School Youth  
Conference: June 21 – 24 
Current 6th – 8th Graders 
$400/student 

• Senior High Bibles & Bricks Mission Trip 
to San Juan de la Maguana, Dominican 
Republic: July 8 – 16 (5 SPOTS LEFT) 
Current 9th Graders – First-Year College students 
$500/student 

• Montreat High School Youth  
Conference: July 31 – August 6 
Rising 9th Graders – Graduated Seniors 
$300/student

Young Adults
Second Pres Young Adults is a growing group of mem-
bers and non-members, and we have enjoyed several 
fun gatherings this fall. We have gathered for meals 
and even one fun night of axe throwing… there were 
several bulls-eyes hit! Please contact Ben (benb@spres.
org) to join the email list or subscribe to text messages 
by texting “@2pcya” to the number 81010. 
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Youth & Young Adults

The Longest Night Service, Dec 21 @ 6:00 p.m.
For those who have experienced loss, the holidays can be a particularly painful time, stirring up grief in acute 
ways. As a result, churches around the world have adopted the practice of having a “Blue Christmas” or a “Lon-
gest Night” service during the Advent season. In the Northern hemisphere, this service is often observed on 
December 21st, the Winter Solstice, which is the longest night of the year. 

A Longest Night service is designed to provide space for prayer, reflection, and remembrance amidst the holiday 
hustle and bustle. In this pandemic season of life, we sense that grief and loss will be magnified and nearly univer-
sal, and a service like this may be needed now more than ever. Therefore, we hope this offering may provide a 
space of calm, quiet, and healing for many.

Join the Rev. Elizabeth Link at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 21 in the Sanctuary for this meaningful time of 
worship.

Kids’ Fellowship
Kids’ Fellowship has been a wonderful time for fellowship, music, and fun. Since Rally Day, faithful volunteers have 
helped lead this weekly event. We have two more dates scheduled for the fall semester, and hope your children 
or grandchildren can join us. Meeting from 4-5:30 p.m., with free dinner included, we hope to see you on:

• Dec 5 – meeting on the playground
• Dec 12 – meeting at Our Lady of the Valley for Christmas carols and a Christmas party back on the church 

playground

Following December 12, Kids’ Fellowship will take a brief hiatus for the winter. Stay tuned for our winter/spring 
schedule to come! Many thanks to the adults who have helped make this program possible: Nichole Booker, 
Alison Conte, Amanda Copeland, Lauren Ellerman, Sally Nichols, and Christal Pearson, among others. We are 
grateful to all of the adults who have stayed to help and enjoyed the energy and fun of the evening!

Sunday School and Pancake Breakfast Updates
To give our wonderful Sunday school teachers a break, and to allow families the opportunity to enjoy sharing the 
Christmas story together, Sunday school will not meet on December 26. Children, Worship, and Wonder still 
plans to take place during the 11:00 a.m. worship service. 

And, in order to include the most members as possible, the Christian Education and Congregational Life Com-
mittees have decided to postpone the January 2 pancake breakfast until the spring. On Sunday, May 22, we will 
celebrate the close of the church school year with an intergenerational pancake breakfast in the Fellowship Hall. 
By then, we hope more members may feel comfortable enjoying a leisurely, joyful breakfast time in fellowship. 

Call for Submissions: “Reimagined” Reading Guide
We hope throughout this sermon series you have found yourself learning, growing, 
questioning, and reimagining! We thank Rev. Brannan for his work creating the 
accompanying reading guide and hope it was a helpful resource for you.

Plans are in the works to incorporate some of the reading guide prompts into 
future liturgy, but we need your help!

If you are willing to share your thank you note (week 4), drawing or poem 
(week 7), or monologue (week 10) for inspiration or inclusion in future worship 
opportunities, please send a picture or scan to Andrea Boone (andrea@spres.org). 
Thank you!

Christian Education
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Service and Outreach Happenings

During this Christmas season, we rejoice in the gifts of the church and generosity of our members. Your pledged giving and 
support of the Outreach Offering makes a difference in our community. Below are some updates from our mission part-
ners and recent Service and Outreach initiatives.

Bradley Free Clinic – The pandemic has had a dramatic impact on mental health. Over the last fiscal year, the Bradley 
Free Clinic has seen a 340% increase in the number of patients served and a 430% increase in patient visits. Bradley Free 
Clinic received support from Carilion Clinic’s Psychiatric residents and partnered with several regional training programs to 
help meet the demand for services. In September 2021, Bradley Free Clinic began construction on the Robertson Behav-
ioral Health addition which will add needed, dedicated space to their facility to serve behavioral health patients. 

Massanetta Springs – Massanetta Springs has begun welcoming Afghan refugees to their conference center with 36 
refugees approved for arrival. Your generous donation of $9,854 to the Outreach Offering will provide hot meals to these 
families settling into a new home. Additionally, the church was overwhelmed with boxes of diapers, wipes, and other baby 
supplies for these refugee families. These items will ease one worry of parents during their transition. Thank you for your 
care of these new members of our larger community.

Highland Park – Through Old Southwest Congregations in Action, Second Presbyterian Church is sponsoring a class-
room at Highland Park to provide refreshments and crafts for three holiday parties during the school year. Beyond support 
of the Highland Park Fun Day and Pack a Snack program, Second Presbyterian also purchases supplies such as headphones 
or books, provides clothing for school mishaps and purchases gifts for needy children at Christmastime—all possible 
because of church donations. Thank you to Alice Holman for being Second Presbyterian’s representative in supporting 
Highland Park through Congregations in Action.

Inmate Support – Second Presbyterian supports inmates and their families through two programs. Assisted Families  
of Inmates (AFOI) is hosted at the Alpha Omega House and allows families of inmates to video conference with their  
incarcerated loved ones. This has been especially important during the pandemic when jail facilities were closed to visitors. 
Many of the families travel from an hour or more away to use the AFOI services hosted at Second Presbyterian. Through 
pledged support and AFOI payments, Second Presbyterian has been able to provide gift cards to AFOI participants to help 
offset the cost of their travel. Thank you to Fred Genheimer for his longtime support of this program. Additionally, Second 
Presbyterian supports the local Jail Ministry which employs two chaplains who visit inmates housed in area jails. During this 
Christmas season, Second Presbyterian also donated Christmas cards and stamps to their Christmas card program. Cards 
and stamps are distributed to inmates so they may send greetings and remain connections with their loved ones. Bob 
Fiedler, Chair of the Jail Ministry, is thankful for our support and commented, “There is something poignant about a 19 year 
old who is in jail in Roanoke, receiving a Christmas card with a nativity scene by Botticelli, or Raphael or Michelangelo and 
living with the painting on the card for days before he or she sends it to a family member.”

Local Office on Aging – The December Outreach Offering will support the Local Office on Aging’s meal programs: 
Meals on Wheels and Diner’s Club. The Meals on Wheels program provides a hot, nutritious lunch to homebound el-
derly who have no one to provide lunch for them. Diner’s Club meets monthly to provide a meal, program, and fellowship 
to seniors in the community who need socialization and nutrition.

Additionally, several volunteer opportunities are available to support needy seniors during this Christmas season. While 
one often thinks of children going without gifts at Christmas, the reality is many seniors spend this time of year alone and 
unremembered. LOA’s Christmas gift program, Be a Santa to a Senior, provides gifts to 164 elderly whose Christmas 
wishes hang on LOA’s Angel Tree.  

There are a variety of opportunities for donors and volunteers to help LOA with these programs such as:
• Drivers to deliver Christmas gifts to seniors between December 6-17
• Donations to their Senior Food Box Program or the Emergency Food Pantry 
• Volunteers to purchase Christmas gifts for seniors who register for their programs during the 

months of November and December and missed the Be a Santa to a Senior Program deadline.  
• Volunteers to deliver for Meals on Wheels. They are in great need. The service is Monday-Friday, 

takes two hours of your time, and they work with all schedules: weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly.  

If you would like to help, please contact Pat Houghton at Picuspholcomb@msn.com or call/text 540-529-1269.

An Invitation to the Congregation

Sustainability is commonly understood to mean, “…meeting the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” 

Shortly after Earth Day, the Property Committee submitted and the Session approved a Sustainability 
Plan for Second Presbyterian Church. The plan was introduced to the congregation in the August and 
September editions of the Second Sheet and mentioned by Dr. Anderson in a follow-up weekly Pastor’s 
Letter email.

The plan finds its theological basis in the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A.’s 1990 
adoption of Restoring Creation and follows the 2006 resolution calling on all Presbyterians to strive to 
become sustainable in their use of natural resources—respectful of the glory of God’s creation and 
mindful of future generations.  

The voluntary measures included in the plan call on our congregation to engage in the tasks of social, 
environmental, and economic stewardship as a bold Christian witness in the church’s life and mission. 
The Second Presbyterian Church Sustainability Plan is a “living document” and serves as a planning 
guide. It includes a checklist of items ranging from recycling, to green housekeeping, to reducing the 
church’s carbon footprint. 

The Property Committee cordially invites those who may be interested in helping implement the plan 
to join the 2PC GREEN TEAM. We can’t do it alone and we don’t have all the answers. But with 
your ideas and your energy, we can make a difference. We encourage you to review the Sustainabili-
ty Plan, look over the checklist for items that may interest you, come up with ideas of your own, and 
contact the church office to volunteer. The plan and checklist may be found on the church website at 
https://www.spres.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/2PC-Sustainability-Plan-Documents_May-2021.pdf. 

– The Property Committee
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Welcome New Church Business Administrator, Nathan Anderson
We are delighted to share the news that Nathan Anderson will join our church staff as Second’s new Church 
Business Administrator. Nathan will shadow Mark Wigginton starting December 13-22. Following pre-arranged 
holiday travel with his family, Nathan will begin full swing on January 5.

Most recently, Nathan has been working for the Taubman Museum of Art. He is an illustrator and ordained min-
ister in the Baptist church. His first book, Turning of Days, released in early 2021. A native of southwest Virginia, 
he is most at home walking in the woods, working in his garden, or watching the birds. He and his wife, Hannah, 
live in Roanoke with their three children (Phoebe, Harry, and Peter), who attend North Cross School. 

Nathan’s references describe him as organized, diligent, hardworking, and kind. 
While serving as a pastor in previous congregations, Nathan was drawn toward 
administrative tasks, and recognizes the need to be a good steward of a congre-
gation’s resources and facilities. He is eager to learn and excited about the role 
ahead. We look forward to having Nathan on our team.

We offer a special thanks to the members of the Church Business Administrator 
Search Committee, chaired by Elder Helen Dean. Their diligent work has led us 
to the right candidate.

Please help us welcome Nathan to Second Presbyterian Church this December!

Letter From Dr. Nancy M. Morris
Introduction written by George Anderson.
Second Presbyterian was fortunate to have Dr. Nancy Morris return to us in a different capacity. She served 
previously as an Associate Pastor and then, after her retirement from Seneca Presbyterian Church, moved back 
to Roanoke. We asked her to serve as a part-time Parish Associate for Visitation. She agreed and then not only 
carried out personal visitation in a warm and wonderful way, but also helped the church in innovative ways at-
tend to pastoral needs during the pandemic.

Nancy has decided that she needs to resign from this role so as to focus on other priorities in her life. Of course, 
this was the last thing Elizabeth, Ben and I wanted to hear, but we also want to support Nancy as she prioritizes 
how she wants to spend her retirement. 

Nancy wanted to communicate the following to her church community:

Not long after I returned to Roanoke as a retired pastor, the invitation to become Second’s Parish Associate for Visitation 
was extended to me. It was a welcomed opportunity. It not only afforded me the chance to reconnect with many dear 
friends from my past years at Second. It also allowed me to know many new saints in the Second Presbyterian family. 
Since then, the list has changed frequently―too often as death claimed many of these dear ones―but the welcome I 
received remained the same. Thank you for allowing me into your homes and lives. After almost three years and deep-
ening commitments to other opportunities, it is time for me to relinquish the role. I know the good people of Second will 
continue to be well cared for by our pastors and the fine volunteers who serve on the Visitation Committee. Even though 
I will no longer bear the title of Parish Associate, please know that my affection for and appreciation of everyone I have 
visited will always remain strong. 

— Nancy M. Morris
Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly. Leave the rest to God. 
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Congregational Care

Knitted Hats
We thank those who have bee knitting this season to 
help us keep the children of Highland Park Elementary 
School warm this winter. Reminder to please bring 
your items to the church coat closet by Friday, 
December 10. This program was started by our 
beloved Margaret Foss. Contact Emily Mallory with 
questions or to turn in your hats and scarfs (540-344-
1780).

Welcome Jim and Nancy Pickens!
Please join me and welcoming Jim and Nancy Pickens, 
who joined our church on October 3, 2021, by letter 
of transfer from Fredericksburg Presbyterian Church in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia.

The Pickens’s have retired from careers in architecture 
and recently moved to Roanoke from Northern Virgin-
ia. Jim, son of a Baptist minister, grew up in Southwest 
Virginia before he attended Virginia Tech, where he 
studied landscape architecture. After graduating, he 
worked in both the public and private sectors on de-
sign-build projects and residential and commercial land 
development. Nancy is a native of Schenectady, New 
York. She spent lots of time exploring the Adirondack 
Mountains before moving to the Blue Ridge. After 
graduating from Virginia Tech, Nancy spent many years 
in private practice designing and constructing schools 
and working on various government projects, most 
notably the Gerald Ford Museum. Her most reward-
ing work, however, was at George Mason University 
where she designed and built several dining and resi-
dence halls over the last 15 years of her career.

Jim and Nancy enjoy spending time with family and 
being outdoors, particularly hiking, kayaking, and biking. 
They have both expressed that they are so excited 
to be here and that they look forward to helping and 
actively participating in the life of our church. 

We are certainly glad they 
are here, too.

New member article  
submitted by Christal  
Pearson.

An Overwhelming Response
Dear Church Family,

Thank you so much for your generosity in providing 
for the refugee families currently housed at Massanetta 
Springs. At the time of this note, we have collected 
over 2,000 diapers, 60 packs of baby wipes, 28 bottles, 
31 pacifiers, 21 cozy baby blankets, and a few addition-
al much-needed items. I know your gifts will go a long 
way in comforting these children and their families as 
they recover from their trauma and start to make a 
new life here in our country.

And a very special thank you to Jeff and Beth Smith 
who will deliver these supplies in the coming weeks.
I am so grateful for all of you and for all you do to 
share God’s love with the world.

– Christal Pearson, Engagement and Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospital-
ity to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained 
angels without knowing it. – Hebrews 13:1-2
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Calendar – December 2021
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 

12:00 PM Bulletin 
Article Deadline  
5:15 PM Called 
Session Meeting 
(Confirmation 
Examination), 
Sanctuary  
5:15 PM Personnel 
Committee, Zoom 
and Session Room  
6:30 PM Midweek 
Manna, Offsite  

2 
9:00 AM Women's 
Bible Study, Session 
Room/Zoom  
5:15 PM Christian 
Education Committee 
Meeting, Zoom  

3 4  

5 
8:45 AM Worship Service, Sanctuary  
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal, Choir 
Room  
10:00 AM Church School  
10:40 AM Commission of the 
Session, Parlor and Zoom  
11:00 AM Children Worship and 
Wonder, CWW Classroom  
11:00 AM Worship Service, 
Sanctuary and Live Stream  
4:00 PM - 5:30 PM Kid's Fellowship, 
Preschool Playground  

6 
5:45 PM Scouts  
6:30 PM Al Anon, 
Trent Classroom, 
Reading Room, 
Library  
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
Scouts, Fellowship 
Hall  

7 
9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting, Zoom   

8 
12:00 PM Bulletin 
Article Deadline  
12:00 PM Second 
Sheet Article 
Deadline  
5:30 PM Worship & 
Music Committee, 
Zoom and Session 
Room  

9 
9:00 AM Women’s 
Bible Study, Session 
Room/Zoom 
5:00 PM Property 
Committee, Zoom 
and Session Room  

10 
12:00 PM 
Stewardship Meeting, 
Zoom and Session 
Room  

11  

12 
8:45 AM Worship Service, Sanctuary  
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal, Choir 
Room  
10:00 AM Church School  
10:40 AM Commission of the 
Session, Parlor and Zoom  
11:00 AM Children Worship and 
Wonder, CWW Classroom  
11:00 AM Worship Service, 
Sanctuary and Live Stream  
4:00 PM - 4:30 PM Kid's Fellowship, 
Caroling at Our Lady of the Valley  
4:30 PM Kid's Fellowship, Cocoa and 
Cookies, Preschool Playground  
6:00 PM Carols, Cookies, & Cocoa, 
Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall 

13 
5:45 PM Scouts  
6:30 PM Al Anon, 
Trent Classroom, 
Reading Room, 
Library  
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
Scouts, Fellowship 
Hall  

14 
9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting, Zoom  
6:00 PM Trent Fund 
Subcommittee, Zoom  
6:30 PM Midweek 
Man-Night, Offsite  

15 
12:00 PM Bulletin 
Article Deadline  
5:30 PM Finance 
Committee, Zoom 
and Session Room  
6:30 PM Midweek 
Manna, Offsite  

16 
Preschool Parties  
11:30 AM PCC 
Board Meeting, 
Session Room   

17 
Preschool Parties  
12:00 PM 
Bulletin Article 
Deadline for Dec. 24 

18  

19 
8:45 AM Worship Service, Sanctuary  
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal, Choir 
Room  
10:00 AM Church School  
10:40 AM Commission of the 
Session, Parlor and Zoom  
11:00 AM Children Worship and 
Wonder, CWW Classroom  
11:00 AM Worship Service, 
Sanctuary and Live Stream with 
baptism of Jackson Gunter  

20 
Preschool Closed 
12:00 PM Bulletin 
Article Deadline for 
Dec 26  
5:45 PM Scouts  
6:30 PM Al Anon, 
Trent Classroom, 
Reading Room, 
Library  
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
Scouts, Fellowship 
Hall  

21 
Preschool Closed  
9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting, Zoom   

22 
Preschool Closed   

23 
Preschool Closed  
  

24 
Preschool Closed  
12:00 PM 
Communion Worship 
Service with infant 
baptism of Evelyn 
Bond, Sanctuary/Live 
Stream 
5:00 PM Family 
Service with baptism 
of Walter Wilkes, 
Sanctuary/Live 
Stream 
10:00 PM 
Communion Worship 
Service, Sanctuary  

25 
 
  

26 
11:00 AM Worship Service, 
Sanctuary and Live Stream  
11:00 AM Children Worship and 
Wonder, CWW Classroom   

27 
Preschool Closed 
Church Office Closed  
6:30 PM Al Anon, 
Trent Classroom, 
Reading Room, 
Library   

28 
Preschool Closed  
9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting, Zoom  
  

29 
Preschool Closed  
12:00 PM Bulletin 
Article Deadline  

30 
Preschool Closed   

31 
Preschool Closed  

 

 

Worship Schedule:
 

8:45 a.m. Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Sanctuary & Live Stream
 

For more information, to read our safety  
protocol, and to RSVP for nursery care, visit:  

www.spres.org/worship/worship-times/.

*Sunday, Dec. 26 = 11:00 a.m. 
worship only (no early service 
or Sunday school)

Mountain Ave Fund
In memory of Rosanna Myers by
 George and Millie Anderson
 Broaddus and Luann Fitzpatrick
 Alan and Carol Brenner
 Peggy Davis
In memory of Marilyn Elliott by
 William Garrett, Jr.
 Nancy Hagan

Music Fund
In memory of Marilyn Elliott by
 Kandy Elliott
In memory of Rosanna Myers by
 Jeff and Marianne Sandborg

Mission Build Fund
In memory of Bruce Long by
 Deborah Miller

Other funds are available for your contributions. Please 
contact the Church Administrator at 540-343-3659 or 
email: admin@spres.org. This list includes donations 
received between October 1-31, 2021.

*We sincerely regret any errors or omissions in this list. Please 
contact the Church Administrator, 540-343-3659, to help us 
get it corrected.
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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR:
Notice oN Year-eNd coNtributioNs

Important Notice: To insure the deductibility of your church contributions, please do not file your 2021 income tax return 
until you have received a written acknowledgment of your contributions from the church. You may lose a deduction for 
some contributions if you file your tax return before receiving this written acknowledgment.

Timing of Contributions: In order for your contributions to the church to be deductible in 2021, they must be brought 
to the church by Friday, December 31 or postmarked by December 31, 2021. If the office is closed, please put your 
contributions in the administrator’s mailbox in the staff workroom.

Flowers
Oct. 17 - Given to the glory of God by Elizabeth and Chris Link in honor of Second Presbyterian Preschool’s director and coordinator, 
Sally I’Anson and Lori Privott, on Preschool Sunday.......... Oct. 24 - Given to the glory of God in memory of Robert H. Bennett by the 
family.......... Oct. 31 - Given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Marian Kirk Dille, John Adams Dille, Drucilla Dille McNiel, Jane 
Dille Klise, John Adams Dille, Jr., J. Kirk Dille, and Jennie Evans Dille by Mrs. J. Kirk Dille and Dr. and Mrs. John F. Schmedtje.......... Nov. 
7 - Given to the glory of God by Jim and Ruth Robertson and John and Mary Robertson Delaney in loving memory of their parents, Jim 
and Nancy Robertson, and their brother, John Robertson. The flowers in the Columbarium were given to the glory of God and in memory 
of all of the saints who are interred here.

Sympathy
Sympathy is extended to Evan and Caroline (Ludwig) Welchman on the death of Evan’s mother, Elizabeth Ann Welchman of Charlotte, 
NC, on October 18, 2021.......... Our sympathies extend to Jay and Amy Finch on the death of Jay’s father, Robert Delmar Finch, Sr., on 
Wednesday, October 27, 2021. Our prayers are also with Evin Finch, Robert Sr.’s grandson.

Concerns
Cheryl Crowell, Mike Flannagan, Christine Harkness, Betty Kulp, Gerrie Lamanna, Sara McGhee, Gene Richter, Gloria Staley, Carolyn 
Victorine, Lydia Hayslett. 

New Arrivals
Congratulations to new grandparents David and Robyn Johnsen on the arrival of their first grandchild, Robert Townes Johnsen, born on 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 to Parker and Kiersten Johnsen of Philadelphia, PA.

 –  News & Notes  –
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