
Finding direction by following Jesus. September 2021

Happy Ten Year Anniversary!
     On August 14, 2011, Rev. Elizabeth Howell preached her first sermon 
in the pulpit of Second Presbyterian Church. The sermon was titled, 
“Lord, Have Mercy.” I say, “prayer answered,” because God certainly bless-
ed the congregation with the gift of Elizabeth. 
     Elizabeth’s sermon was written while she still was settling into her 
apartment in the Cotton Mills Loft and into her office along a hallway that 
no longer exists at a location where the library now sits. In the coming 
years, both Elizabeth’s living location and office location would change 
two more times. Also ahead of her were changes in her marital status 
and last name (Welcome Chris Link!) and in their family status (Welcome 
Eleanor!) Elizabeth remained a great team member even as the team 
evolved so remarkably. 
     It was clear from the start that we had called someone special. Eliza-
beth’s training, experience, sense of humor and maturity were immediate-
ly evident. We soon learned that she was gifted not only as an educator, 
but also in every area of ministry from liturgy and preaching, as well as 
administration and pastoral care. She also can tell a good story (check out 
her podcast, Child of God).
     Even starting so strong, Elizabeth grew remarkably over the decade. 
She constantly dreamed with me about how life and ministry at Second 
Presbyterian can evolve. That she became Executive Pastor is in great part 
a recognition of how strategic has become her leadership of a church she 
loves. 
     In the spirit of celebration, I would add that Chris Link has become a
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 Pastor’s Notes - George C. Anderson



Making a Difference in Our Community:
Local Relief Transitions to the Outreach Offering

If there was ever a doubt about how Second Presbyterian Church would respond to a crisis, one only has to look to the 
success of the Local Relief Offering. In April 2020, as the COVID-19 pandemic set in after the world shut down the month 
prior, the Service and Outreach committee chose to suspend the Loose Plate Offering at the request of the pastors. In its 
place, the Local Relief Offering was created to meet immediate, critical needs within the community due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Over the next 17 months, the Service and Outreach committee was in frequent communication with our local 
mission partners to assess pressing community needs to quickly send support from the Local Relief Offering. The congre-
gation’s response to the Local Relief Offering was overwhelming. You gave almost $90,000 to the community during a time 
of great, unprecedented need. Wow!

Who We Supported
The pandemic had far reaching effects on society in many areas such as food insecurity, housing issues, mental health, 
domestic abuse and education concerns. The Local Relief Offering supported local agencies dealing with these issues. 
After the lowest food insecurity numbers in 20 years in 2019, the COVID-19 pandemic led to a more than 25% increase 
in the number of people experiencing food insecurity. Donations from the Local Relief Offering to Feeding SW Virgin-
ia, Society of St. Andrew, RAM, Presbyterian Community Center (PCC), the Rescue Mission, and the 
Summer Pack a Snack program helped them provide food and meals to the hungry in our community. The economic 
effects of the pandemic also affected the ability of some to pay their rent or utilities. Local Relief donations to Family 
Promise, RAM, PCC, and the Rescue Mission supported individuals through these agencies’ emergency relief funds 
and housing offerings. The disruption in traditional schooling impacted many children in our area. Funds from the Local 
Relief Offering helped PCC, the West End Center, and Highland Park Elementary School expand their educa-
tional support programs and relaunch into the new school year. The pandemic created an unfortunate impact on domestic 
abuse and mental health. The support we sent to Turning Point and Family Service bolstered their ability to provide 
services to those suffering. Funds sent to CHIP allowed them to safely interact with clients and to provide services vir-
tually. Finally, Local Relief funds sent to Roanoke Refugee Partnership helped provide vital items to members of our 
community who might otherwise not have access. The support the congregation provided through the Local Relief Offer-
ing addressed many areas of need in our community.

The donations you made to the Local Relief Offering made a sig-
nificant difference in the lives of many throughout the pandemic. In 
a time of great need and uncertainty, you said “yes” to supporting 
your neighbors. We have heard from our mission partners how 
much these donations help them serve others. Their messages can 
be summed up in two words: THANK YOU!

Newly Named Outreach Offering
As the world opens up more, the initial crisis of the pandemic has 
eased a bit. Therefore, beginning September 1, we will transition 
away from the Local Relief Offering. However, the need in our 
community remains. As such, we will return to a monthly loose plate 
collection named the Outreach Offering in support of a desig-
nated agency or cause. The Service and Outreach committee will 
remain cognizant of pandemic related needs in the community but 
hope to support other worthy causes as well.

Merriam-Webster defines the word rally as “to come together 
again to renew an effort”. As we return to church again in person to 
worship and study, may we continue to “come together” in support 
of deserving causes through the Outreach Offering. Our congrega-
tion’s generosity is heartwarming and inspiring. Thank you.
Submitted by Beth Smith, Service & Outreach Committee Chair.
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Feeding SW VA   $29,872.00   

PCC     $11,292.00   

RAM     $9,188.00   

Rescue Mission   $5,824.00   

West End Center   $5,764.00   

Family Promise    $5,460.00   

Roanoke Refugee Partnership  $4,032.00   

Turning Point    $4,004.00   

Summer Pack a Snack   $3,650.75   

Society of St. Andrew   $2,469.00   

CHIP     $2,000.00  

Family Service    $2,958.05  

   

Local Relief Total   $86,513.80

church leader in his own right and their daughter, Eleanor, walks the halls of Second 
Presbyterian with the comfort and confidence of one who knows it as a second home. 
Hasn’t it been fun watching Eleanor grow these past four years? 
     So, we celebrate Rev. Elizabeth Link for ten years of remarkable ministry, we cele-
brate Chris and Elizabeth for being wonderful members of our church family, and we 
celebrate Second Presbyterian Church for having had the foresight to call Elizabeth and 
then to call her again as Executive Pastor.

Celebrating Year 1
     Rev. Ben Brannan is in the first year of his journey toward what I hope is his own 
ten-year anniversary serving Second Presbyterian Church. On Sunday, September 12, 
at 4:00 p.m., the Presbytery of the Peaks will hold a Service of Installation in our sanctu-
ary. This service has been delayed because of the pandemic. Yet, the delay makes this 
service even more a celebration because we have seen Ben’s gifts for ministry and his 
visionary leadership of our youth and young adult program.
     I am pleased Ben has invited Rev. Millie Synder to preach. She was his supervisor in 
his residency program at Myers Park Presbyterian Church in Charlotte.

Mission Build
     One of the blessings of our Mission Build Campaign is that by giving sustained atten-
tion to four of our mission partners we have gotten to know them better and gained a 
greater appreciation for the real ways they make a difference in the world. 
     Here are some interesting notes about two of the campaign’s projects:

     The Alexa House
     The name of the Alpha Omega House will change to Alexa House in memory of 
Alexa Cannon. The Cannon family is being notified of any gift or pledge made to this 
project.
     A few years ago, some of you made a donation toward the house’s renovation in 
memory of Dan Yardley. The session will make sure his memory will be honored in the 
house’s re-design. 
     While the house has not been used by Family Promise during the pandemic, the 
number of remote prison visitations in the house has shot up. For the last three 
months, we have averaged three to four visits per weekend when we used to have only 
one or two visits a month.

     The William R. Klein Center
     A reception has been scheduled following late worship on Sunday, September 19. 
At that time, we will learn more about the center at Union Presbyterian Seminary that 
will be named in memory of Rev. William R. Klein. Dr. Ken McFayden, Academic Dean 
and head of the Leadership Institute will be here as will Richard Wong, Director of 
Development. Let’s honor Bill’s memory and show abundant hospitality with a strong 
turnout at the reception.

     The Campaign
     To date, the church has received pledges and gifts for the campaign totaling 
$1,164,462.64. Our goal is $1.6 million.

COVID Precautions
     We continue to watch local infection and hospitalization rates. If you wonder what 
the status of precautions will be for Sunday worship, check the most recent Pastor’s 
Letter. The status will be made known either in the body of the letter or in one of the 
announcements following. As of mid-August, masks are requested for worship and 
other indoor gatherings.

 Pastor’s Notes - George C. Anderson
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The Green VBS
Scripture blossomed during VBS 2021 as children learned about the Parable of the Sower, from Mark 4:1-9. The story 
was brought to life by activities including planting seeds, making seed covered mud balls, and learning about con-
servation and recycling. Maybe there will be onions and peppers growing in some gardens soon. The children made 
pinwheels, “Pass It On” sacks for giveaway toys and books, and watched an egg be sucked into a bottle. How can that 
happen? A song about mud is stuck in everyone’s head which hopefully the congregation will eventually hear. A lesson 
in Karate got the juices flowing and Bob Groth offered thoughts on taking care of God’s world. 

Thanks and praise to Elizabeth Link for her presence and dedication to the children of our church and to the com-
mitted workshop leaders like Virginia Garden, Maria Hammond, and Shelley Lyons for their well-received projects. 
The music leaders, Alison Conte, Sally Nichols and Kristen Smith gave us unforgettable tunes and made music fun. 
Christal Pearson helped direct the event, and many, many other adult and youth volunteers made the time together 
run smoothly. Ours had to be the best VBS in town! I’m still humming, “I wanna be mud!”

Submitted by Shirley Fitzpatrick, VBS Volunteer.

Fall Sermon Series: “Reimagined”
This fall, Second will be focusing on the Gospel of Mark. In addition to the pastors launching a sermon series called 
“Reimagined” on the Gospel on Rally Day (Sept. 12), members will be encouraged to follow along in a daily and week-
ly Gospel reading guide. Rev. Ben Brannan is creating an accompanying reading guide that will help members of all ages 
dive into the Gospel, its historical context, and its meaning for today. Digital copies will be made available online; hard 
copies will be available at the church.

Enneagram Workshop Postponed
The Enneagram Workshop, which was to be held at Second Presbyterian Church this September, has been post-
poned until Spring 2022 out of an abundance of caution and after much prayer and thoughtful discussion with local 
medical professionals. Mark your calendars for this spring; further details will be shared at a later date.
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Christian Education

Go, Go, Go Joseph!
 

Watch now through  
September 12!  

 
https://youtu.be/MF4II-0_ijQ

Christian Education
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ConnectEd
Change is difficult. It is a reality we all have been living 
for the past 18 months, and counting. We have learned a 
lot about ourselves and our fellow humans. On our best 
days, we can see the ways we have grown to be more pa-
tient, flexible, and understanding. On our worst days, we 
have felt acutely the loneliness, isolation, and disconnec-
tion of the pandemic. As a church, we have found new 
ways to teach, learn, and serve. But we have also felt the 
strain and grief of being apart.

The staff and Christian Education Committee are work-
ing hard to find new ways to build connection through 
Christian education. Adult Sunday school and midweek 
classes will offer hybrid options in-person and online. The 
youth group has involved youth and parents in plans for 
the year. And children’s programing will offer new and 
reimagined ways to learn together, both in and out of 
doors.

Rally Day will look a little different this year. Weather 
permitting, we will celebrate being together and the gift 
of education not only with the launch of new programs, 
but with an outdoor reception so all ages may participate 
in the open air. Join us for worship online and in person 
at 8:45 a.m. and 11 a.m., for a special presentation during 
the Welcome and Announcements. At 10 a.m., breakfast 
foods and information on Christian education for all ages 
will be available in the courtyard, at the Intersection yard, 
and on the playground.

We hope you will join us on Sept. 12 for this special 
intergenerational Rally Day event, as we celebrate being 
ConnectEd!

Children’s Ministry Plans for the Fall
Children’s Sunday School will take a new and exciting ap-
proach for the fall. Beginning on September 19 (one week 
after Rally Day), children ages three through fifth grade 
will meet in the upstairs classrooms to explore the Bible 
in fun and creative ways. Using the curriculum Holy Moly, 
children will have the experience of engaging in the story 
through imagination and hands-on-learning. 

COVID precautions will be in place for all children’s Christian 
education programs. Sunday school volunteers and nursery 
staff are fully vaccinated for COVID-19, and masks are to be 
worn by volunteers and children while indoors or in proximity 
outdoors.

Sunday Night Kids’ Fellowship
We are thrilled to share the news about our Sunday eve-
ning offering for children, ages four through fifth grade. 
Beginning on Rally Day (Sept. 12), children are invited to 
take part in Sunday Night Kids’ Fellowship. This weekly 
event will take place from 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. on the 
church playground. The program will provide a healthy 
outdoor dinner, fun and silly games, a music experience 
(involving instruments and rhythm games), and kids’ calm 
time around Scripture with Pastor Elizabeth. Parents are 
welcome to drop children off for this 90 minute event, or 
stick around and enjoy the fellowship with us.

5:00-5:30 p.m. – Dinner
5:30-6:30 p.m. – Games, Music Experience, and Story

Thanks to Lauren Ellerman, Amanda Copeland, Alison 
Conte, and Sally Nichols for planning and coordinating 
this new fall program! RSVP’s will not be required for 
Sept 12—the more, the merrier for this outdoor event.

Children, Worship, & Wonder (CWW)
During the Sunday school year, children ages pre-k 
through first grade enjoy their own special time of 
worship and wonder at CWW. Following the Children’s 
Time during the 11:00 a.m. worship, children are excused 
to the Children’s Worship Center on the second floor. 
They learn the stories of our faith and worship God in a 
setting and style geared toward their needs and stages of 
development. CWW will nurture children’s innate sense 
of wonder, as they develop a sense of awe and reverence 
for worship.  

For well over ten years, Second has enjoyed the first 
curriculum book for CWW, using the stories and story 
boxes found in Young Children and Worship (Sonja M. 
Stewart and Jerome W. Berryman). Thanks to a generous 
gift from the Kittye Susan Trent Fund of Second Presby-
terian Church, we have acquired the stories and story 
boxes for Following Jesus: More About Young Children and 
Worship (Sonja M. Stewart)—these add a whole year’s 
worth of new stories to our repertoire, with new manip-
ulatives and experiences for our children. We are thrilled 
to introduce this updated program for the fall.

For more information or to serve as a Storyteller or 
Greeter for CWW, contact CWW volunteer coordina-
tor Amanda Copeland (ahcopeland@gmail.com).
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MISSION BUILD CAMPAIGN:
WILLIAM R. KLEIN CENTER AT UNION PRESBYTERIAN SEMINARY

RECEPTION ON SEPTEMBER 19, FELLOWSHIP HALL

W W W. S P R E S . O R G / G I V E / M I S S I O N - B U I L D - C A M P A I G N

Scholarly endeavors, spiritual teachings, administrative capability. Leadership must tie these bonds together 
to create a cohesive church community. Leadership must ensure that clergy, staff, and congregation can come 
together in prayer, service, and community. Few people understood the importance and had the capability to 
accomplish these goals decade after decade than the Rev. Dr. William R. Klein. Soon, with the assistance of our 
congregation through the Mission Build Campaign, this beloved pastor’s legacy will spread far and wide.

Union Presbyterian Seminary will enlist Dr. Klein’s spirit and his rich legacy of leadership to create the William 
Klein Center at a newly renovated Leadership Institute at Westminster Hall. The Klein Center will be built to ac-
commodate training, conferences, online technology, and program administration for the Seminary’s Leadership 
Institute. The Institute serves more than 1,000 church leaders every year. This new Center will add to that number 
and teach Dr. Klein’s generosity of spirit and leadership to new generations of church leaders.

Dr. Klein’s name and legacy are a perfect fit for the institute. He was a stellar student and graduate of Union in 
1954. After serving in two churches he came to Second Presbyterian, where he served for nearly three decades 
and much longer after his retirement as Pastor Emeritus. Dr. Klein’s mission-centered focus echoed the mission 
of Union. Throughout his tenure, he used his unique set of skills to serve the church nationally. A Trustee for Union 
for more than a decade, he served on several campaign committees. He also served for seven years as an Adjunct 
Professor in the Doctor of Ministry program at Union. While at Second, Dr. Klein regularly brought seminary stu-
dents to Roanoke for training seminars and lectures on the complexities and responsibilities of leading a church 
community. 

Now, these two important institutions will come together once again in the spirit and memory of Dr. Klein, to en-
sure one of the premiere Presbyterian leadership institutes in the country can expand its services and expand the 
mission that Dr. Klein spent a lifetime building.

Please plan to attend an after-church reception on Sunday, September 19 to learn more about the William 
R. Klein Center at Union Presbyterian Seminary. The reception will be held in the Fellowship Hall immediately 

following the 11:00 a.m. worship 
service. We will have with us Bill 
Klein, Jr., and guest speakers Dr. Ken 
McFayden, Dean and Director of the 
Leadership Institute, and Mr. Richard 
Wong, Development Director. We 
hope to honor Dr. Klein’s memory 
and show abundant hospitality with a 
strong turnout.

Learn more, contribute, and keep track of our progress online! Learn more, contribute, and keep track of our progress online! 
Pledges/gifts received as of 8.25.21: $1,164,462.64.                                       Goal 9.30.21: $1,600,000.

YOUTH
Montreat Youth Conference
We had an amazing time at Montreat Youth Conference 
this year! The theme was “Called to Connect,” and we 
enjoyed many connections throughout the week. We 
spent time talking about our connection with one anoth-
er, with creation, and with God; our disconnections; mo-
ments of reconnection; how we are well-connected; and 
we ended the week with a new idea called biconnected. 
The idea of biconnected is that we are never uncon-
nected through God’s love made known in Christ. This 
connection is everlasting and calls us to live in connection 
with each and every creature on earth. What a powerful 
thought! A huge thank you goes to Chasity Fitzpatrick, 
Valerie Brannan, and Ben Brannan for leading our youth 
that week. Remember: You are God’s best new idea! 

Saturday of Service
This past summer we began a new program called “Sat-
urdays of Service.” Once a month during the summer, the 
youth spent a full day volunteering at a local non-profit 
mission partner. We had a blast helping at the Rescue 
Mission; we loved sorting food and donations at the 
Presbyterian Community Center; and we got dirty when 
we cleaned up and organized the Intersection! Before we 
got to work each Saturday, we gathered for worship and 
reflection, to center ourselves and focus on the One who 
has called us into a life of service. Thanks be to God!

Youth Events
Rally Day Cookout and Kick-off Meeting – Sun-
day, Sept. 12 (6:00-7:30)
• Youth, parents, and guardians and families are invited 

to join us as we kick-off the new year with a cookout 
and game at the Intersection! There will be food, 
games, and a brief informational meeting for parents. 
Come join in on the fun! 

Youth Group begins Sunday, Sept. 19 (5:00-6:30)
• Youth are invited to join us at the Intersection for 

our first regular youth group of the year! 

All-Youth Retreat – September 25-26
• The All-Youth Retreat to Claytor Lake is September 

25-26! There will be games, swimming, team building, 
adventure activities, spiritual growth, and plenty of 
chill time to hang out with friends and build relation-
ships! This is a highlight for our youth and a great way 
to begin our new program year. We encourage you 
to make this weekend a priority for your youth this 
fall!

Midweek Manna
• Midweek Manna, a biweekly gathering of high school 

girls, begins this month! Every other Wednesday 
during the school year, this group meets for dinner, 
crafts, games, and conversation. This has been a 
meaningful experience for many of our high school 
girls, and we would love for you to join us! We are 
always adding new members to the group, so if your 
daughter has never participated before, this would be 
a great time to get involved. Manna begins Wednes-
day, September 22 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. Please reach 
out to Ben with any questions or to be added to the 
communication list (benb@spres.org). 

Midweek Man-Night
• Now it is the boys turn. With the success of Manna, 

we thought it would be great to do the same for our 
boys. Midweek Man-Night is a biweekly gathering of 
middle and high school boys. These gatherings will ro-
tate between outdoor activities and dinner. We have 
a strong group of young men in our youth group, and 
this provides opportunities to grow closer together 
and share experiences with one another. Please reach 
out to Ben (benb@spres.org) or Ken Lyons if inter-
ested. 

YOUNG ADULTS
We have seen many familiar faces and many new faces 
at our Young Adult gatherings over the summer. We 
will kick off the year with a gathering in late September, 
and then we will begin to meet twice a month starting 
in October at various locations. Please reach out to Ben 
if interested and to join the email and text lists (benb@
spres.org)!
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Stewardship: A Faith Refreshed
     2020 was a year like none other. Almost unexpectedly we shut down—not just as a society, but as a human race. 
We were challenged not only to stay 6 feet apart and masked, but also in how we perceived others around us. We asked 
ourselves: Do they believe the things I do? Would I do what they are doing right now if I had their beliefs? Why are they making 
those decisions? Do I look the same as them in what I’m doing? We had moments where judgment overcame our thoughts 
and sometimes our actions during a time when Christian stewardship would not only be helpful but was necessary for our 
survival.
     2020 was like a bad storm of events. There were moments when the storm seemed to nearly pass and then another 
band of rain and wind would hit. As Christians we were called to hold firm—to bend and sway as needed and in all times 
remember that God is with us, helping us to endure through faithful resilience. Through God’s presence and our unwillingness 
to break, we have had opportunities to grow in our Christian witness as stewards of Christ in the world.
     As we continue to mature in our faith and endure the burdens around us—we now find ourselves entering a new time: 
a time where we are done bending and swaying in the storm but ready to stand strong. We are refreshed and ready—not 
to jump back in to “how things were before,” but to take what we have experienced and apply it to a renewed and re-
freshed faith! We are excited to proclaim Christ’s good news of love and salvation to all people in new and creative ways!
     Stewardship “Season” is among us, but as your Stewardship Committee at Second Presbyterian Church has tried to 
explain, “Stewardship” should not be considered a time of the year, but a way of life. As good stewards of Christ we should 
constantly be looking for ways to display Christ’s message through our time given, talents offered, as well as our financial 
support to the church and beyond. 
     Commitment Sunday is October 10, 2021. Soon you will receive your traditional pledge card through the 
mail, but this year you will also be informed of other options for gifting financially to Second Presbyterian in 
new and creative ways! The new opportunities will be detailed in your mailing and questions can be directed to 
our Church Administrator Terry Keffer (admin@spres.org or 540-343-3659).
     With the passing of the 2020 storm, we pray you have found your faith re-
freshed, we pray that you find yourself re-energized and ready to continue your 
calling as God’s in new and exciting ways!

     In peace,
     Cindy Waters
     Stewardship Committee Chair
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Congregational Care

Flowers
July 18 - Given to the glory of God in loving memory of Alexa Cannon by her family on her birthday.......... July 25 - Given to the glory 
of God by Therry Neilsen-Steinhardt in honor of her brother, Ralph Steinhardt, as he celebrates his birthday, and in honor of her niece, 
Ruth Steinhardt, who became engaged to Kelly Harris.......... August 1 - Given to the glory of God by Pam McPherson in loving memory 
of her parents, Mildred (Mickey) and Horace (Mac) McPherson, and brother, Timothy (Tim) McPherson.......... August 8 - Given to the 
glory of God in loving memory of Paula Bumgarner by Bill Meyer.
Open Flower Dates: The following dates are available for anyone who would like to sponsor flowers in the sanctuary: October 10 & 17. 
Please contact Denise Revercomb to see if the dates are still available (588-5111, revercomb@cox.net).

Sympathy
Our prayers are with the family and loved ones of Jane Lee Kite Doss, who passed away on Monday, July 5, 2021. Jane Lee dedicated 40 
years of faithful service to Second Presbyterian Church as Financial Secretary, serving under both Dr. Klein and Dr. Hollingsworth.......... 
Our sympathies extend to Nancy Gray and David Maxson on the recent passing of Nancy’s father, Howard Oliver.

Concerns
Cheryl Crowell, Libby Dungan, Marilyn Elliott, Betty Kulp, Gerrie Lamanna, Beth Lewis, Joanne Markley, Sara McGhee, Rosanna Myers, 
Gene Richter, Pat Wilson, Carolyn Victorine, Lydia Hayslett.

New Arrivals
Congratulations to Margaret and Brandon Ashburn on the arrival of their son, Edward Whitaker Ashburn, born on Saturday, July 10, 
2021. Proud grandparents are Pam and Trip Kreger; great-grandmother, Dot Dunbar; uncle and aunt, Lee and Sarah Kreger; and cousin, 
Wells Kreger.......... Congratulations to Sam and Ellarie Pendleton on the birth of their son, Samuel Brooks Pendleton, on Wednesday, 
July 7, 2021. Proud big sister is Kylie.

 –  News & Notes  –

Service of Installation for Rev. Ben 
Brannan, Sept. 12 at 4:00 p.m.
We hope you will mark your calendars and plan 
to attend a Service of Installation for Rev. Ben 
Brannan on Sunday, September 12 at 4:00 p.m. 
The service will be held both in person in the 
sanctuary and via live stream. The service will be 
a celebration of Ben’s gifts for ministry and of this 
exciting new chapter in the life of Second Presbyterian.

Supper Clubs Sign Up on Rally Day
Supper Clubs are back! We have missed being together in 
fellowship. It’s time to join a supper club and get back to 
some normalcy by enjoying each others’ company. Starting 
on Rally Day, September 12, the sign-up sheets will be avail-
able on a table in Kirk Hall. The gatherings start in October 
and usually meet monthly for potluck in-home dinners. 
There is also a restaurant supper club for those who prefer 
dining out. Get to know church members, either new or 
old, by participating in this fun activity!

Believing and Belonging, Sept. 19 & 26
Join two of our ministers for a seasonal two-week class on 
what it means to be a Presbyterian, and what it means to 
be a member of Second Presbyterian Church. This is a great 
class for visitors and new members! Feel free to invite anyone 
you know who may be interested. The class will meet on 
Sept. 19 & 26 at 10:00 a.m. in the Trent Classroom. Contact 
Christal Pearson for more information (christal@spres.org).

Pickleball
If you have spoken to George Anderson lately, you’ve likely 
heard him mention pickleball. This easy to learn sport is 
a cross between tennis and ping pong. While pickleball 
is enjoyable for all ages, it is a wonderful way for those 
who miss the high impact/high aerobic sports that are no 
longer body-friendly. Pickleball is low impact and involves all 
muscles without being repetitive. It is a fun way for folks to 
exercise and remain healthy at any age. If you are interested 
in attending a clinic to teach you the game, let the church 
office know (info@spres.org). George knows someone to 
call who conducts these clinics frequently.

Gals Gathering: Save the Date—Nov. 14
Each fall, women are invited for a time of refreshment and 
nurturing of faith and fellowship. We hope you will save the 
date for the 2021 Gals Gathering which will take place at 
the church on Nov. 14 from 2:00-6:00 p.m. This year’s guest 
speaker will be the Rev. Jen Brothers. More details to come!

Welcome Brianna 
Gunter
     Please join me in welcoming 
Brianna and Jackson Gunter! 
Brianna joined by reaffirmation 
of faith on July 11, 2021.
     Brianna and Jackson come 
to us by way of the preschool, 
where Jackson, age 4, is a rising 
Wise Owl. He is a sweet and 
inquisitive little boy who loves 
cars, monster trucks, and beat-
ing his parents at Checkers and 
Connect 4!
     Brianna grew up in Lynchburg, but much of her extend-
ed family lives in Buffalo, New York. She studied Political Sci-
ence and Philosophy at Virginia Tech and works from home 
as a Senior Research Analyst for the Association of Medical 
Colleges in Washington, D.C. Brianna and her husband, 
Nelson, have been married for nine years and they have two 
additional “children:” Layla, a golden retriever, and Zeep, 
Jackson’s gigantic Maine Coon cat. Brianna is also a CrossFit 
devotee and, in her spare time, enjoys hiking and yoga.
     If you see them, be sure to say hello. They are both just 
delightful!

New member article submitted by Christal Pearson.

Sustainability Plan
The Session recently approved a Sustainability Plan put 
forward by the Property Committee for Second Presbyteri-
an Church to meet the current and future needs of church 
facilities. The voluntary measures included in the plan call 
on our congregation to engage in the tasks of social, envi-
ronmental, and economic stewardship as a bold Christian 
witness in the church’s life and mission. The Second Presby-
terian Church Sustainability Plan offers guidance in making 
such a witness that is consistent with the church’s Reformed 
tradition and serves as a planning guide for clergy, staff, and 
laypersons. Access the plan on the church website at  
www.spres.org/about/policies/.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 

12:00 PM Bulletin 
Article Deadline   

2 
5:15 PM Christian 
Education Committee 
Meeting, Zoom   

3 
Preschool Closed 

4 
6:30 PM AA Meeting, 
Klein Classroom  

5 
9:40 AM Commission of Session, 
Zoom and Session Room  
10:00 AM Worship Service in 
Sanctuary and Live Stream  

6 
Labor Day 
Office Closed 
Preschool Closed 

7 
9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting, Session 
Room  
5:15 PM Personnel 
Committee, Zoom and 
Session Room 
6:30 PM AA Meeting, 
Klein Classroom  
6:30 PM Al Anon, 
Trent Classroom, 
Library, Reading 
Room 

8 
12:00 PM Bulletin 
Article Deadline  
12:00 PM Second 
Sheet Article Deadline  
5:30 PM Worship & 
Music Committee, 
Zoom and Session 
Room  

9 
5:00 PM Property 
Committee, Zoom and 
Session Room  
7:30 PM Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal, 
Choir Room  

10 
12:00 PM 
Stewardship Meeting, 
Zoom and Session 
Room  

11 
6:30 PM AA Meeting, 
Klein Classroom  

12 
Rally Day  
8:45 AM Worship Service, Sanctuary 
10:00 AM Rally Day Open House, 
Preschool Playground and Courtyard 
10:40 AM Commission of the Session, 
Session Room and Zoom 
11:00 AM Children Worship and 
Wonder, CWW Classroom 
11:00 AM Worship Service, 
Sanctuary and Live Stream 
4:00 PM Rev. Ben Brannan 
Installation, Sanctuary 
5:00 PM Kid’s Fellowship, Preschool 
Playground 
5:00 PM Reception for Rev. Ben 
Brannan 
6:00 PM Youth Group Cook Out, 
Intersection  

13 
5:30 PM Service and 
Outreach Committee 
Meeting, Zoom and 
Session Room  

14 
9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting, Session 
Room  
1:00 PM Visitation 
Committee Meeting, 
Session Room and 
Zoom 
6:00 PM Trent Fund 
Subcommittee, Zoom  
6:30 PM AA Meeting, 
Klein Classroom  
6:30 PM Al Anon, 
Trent Classroom, 
Library, Reading 
Room 

15 
8:05 AM Preschool 
Committee Meeting, 
Session Room and 
Zoom 
12:00 PM Bulletin 
Article Deadline  
5:30 PM Finance 
Committee, Zoom and 
Session Room  

16  17 18 
6:30 PM AA Meeting, 
Klein Classroom  

19 
8:45 AM Worship Service, Sanctuary 
9:30 AM Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 
Choir Room 
10:00 AM Church School 
10:00 AM Believing and Belonging 
10:40 AM Commission of the Session, 
Parlor and Zoom 
11:00 AM Children Worship and 
Wonder, CWW Classroom 
11:00 AM Worship Service, 
Sanctuary and Live Stream 
12:30 Reception, Fellowship Hall 
5:00 PM Kid’s Fellowship, Preschool 
Playground 
5:00 PM Youth Group, Intersection  

20 21 
9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting, Session 
Room  
6:30 PM AA Meeting, 
Klein Classroom  
6:30 PM Al Anon, 
Trent Classroom, 
Library, Reading 
Room 

22 
12:00 PM Bulletin 
Article Deadline  
5:15 PM Session 
Meeting, Zoom and 
Session Room  

23  24 
6:00 PM Enneagram 
mini conference, 
dinner  

25 
8:30-5 PM Enneagram 
Mini Conference  
6:30 PM AA Meeting, 
Klein Classroom  
 
Youth Retreat 

26 
8:45 AM Worship Service, Sanctuary 
9:30 AM Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 
Choir Room 
10:00 AM Church School 
10:00 AM Believing and Belonging 
10:40 AM Commission of the Session, 
Parlor and Zoom 
11:00 AM Children Worship and 
Wonder, CWW Classroom 
11:00 AM Worship Service, 
Sanctuary and Live Stream 
5:00 PM Kid’s Fellowship, Preschool 
Playground 
5:00 PM Youth, Intersection 
  

27 28 
9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting, Session 
Room  
6:30 PM AA Meeting, 
Klein Classroom  
6:30 PM Al Anon, 
Trent Classroom, 
Library, Reading 
Room  

29 
12:00 PM Bulletin 
Article Deadline  

30    

 

Fall Worship Schedule
Begins Sept. 12!

 

8:45 a.m. Sanctuary
10 a.m. Sunday School 

11 a.m. Sanctuary & Live Stream
 

For more information, to read  
our safety protocol, and to  
RSVP for nursery care, visit:  

www.spres.org/worship/ 
worship-times/.
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5:30 PM Finance 
Committee, Zoom and 
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6:30 PM AA Meeting, 
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8:45 AM Worship Service, Sanctuary 
9:30 AM Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 
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10:00 AM Church School 
10:00 AM Believing and Belonging 
10:40 AM Commission of the Session, 
Parlor and Zoom 
11:00 AM Children Worship and 
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11:00 AM Worship Service, 
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12:30 Reception, Fellowship Hall 
5:00 PM Kid’s Fellowship, Preschool 
Playground 
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6:30 PM AA Meeting, 
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Trent Classroom, 
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22 
12:00 PM Bulletin 
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5:15 PM Session 
Meeting, Zoom and 
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6:00 PM Enneagram 
mini conference, 
dinner  

25 
8:30-5 PM Enneagram 
Mini Conference  
6:30 PM AA Meeting, 
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8:45 AM Worship Service, Sanctuary 
9:30 AM Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 
Choir Room 
10:00 AM Church School 
10:00 AM Believing and Belonging 
10:40 AM Commission of the Session, 
Parlor and Zoom 
11:00 AM Children Worship and 
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11:00 AM Worship Service, 
Sanctuary and Live Stream 
5:00 PM Kid’s Fellowship, Preschool 
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27 28 
9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting, Session 
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6:30 PM AA Meeting, 
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6:30 PM Al Anon, 
Trent Classroom, 
Library, Reading 
Room  

29 
12:00 PM Bulletin 
Article Deadline  

30    

 

Alpha Omega Fund
In memory of Catherine Beckner Kingery by
 Richard and Charlene Lynch 
In memory of Alexa Cannon by
 Helen Fitzpatrick

Mission Build Fund
In memory of Gale Hancock by
 Greene Lawson
In memory of Dot Klein by
 Jeff and Marianne Sandborg
In memory of Bill Klein by
 Jeff and Marianne Sandborg

Music Fund
In honor of Joe Duckwall by
 Dick and Gloria Burleigh
In memory of Jean Smith by
 Joe and Spuzzie Duckwall
In memory of Gale Hancock by
 Ted and Susie Feinour
 Ron and Jodi Ayers

Worship and Music Fund
In memory of Jean Smith by
 Agnes Reid Jenny

Mountain Ave Fund
In memory of Jean Smith by
 Mary Field Green
 Lauren Holahan
 George and Millie Anderson
 Bill and Shirley Shrader
 Dan and Vicki Mealor
 Carolyn and David Matthews
 Dickey Family
 Glenn and Ann Collier
 Blacknall Memorial Presbyterian Church

Second Family Fund
In memory of Jean Smith by
 Dan and Suzanne Brown

Other funds are available for your contributions. Please 
contact Terry Keffer at 540-343-3659 or email: admin@
spres.org. This list includes donations received between 
July 1-31, 2021.

*We sincerely regret any errors or omissions in this list. 
Please contact Terry in the church office, 540-343-3659, to 
help us get it corrected.

– JULY 2021 –

Financial Focus
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A Note From the Administrator on Gifts
Please note, when making a gift to the church in stock, please contact Terry Keffer, Church Administrator, first to 
confirm the account number and destination entity. Thank you. (540-343-3659, admin@spres.org).

Church Van
As the saying goes “the old gray mule isn’t what she use to be”! The Chrysler 
church van, has served us well, but the “upkeep and repairs” are now exceeding the 
value of the van. It has 146K miles and numerous “cosmetic and mechanical” issues.

If you are thinking of securing a “newer” van or large SUV and would like an “in 
kind” credit donation from the church, please consider the church as a possi-
ble choice. The donation can be used on your taxes. Please contact Terry Keffer 
(admin@spres.org or 343-3659) if you can provide a vehicle—like a van or large 
SUV—that is in good working order. The youth will appreciate your kind donation!
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#2 pencils, glue sticks, dry erase 
markers, Fiskars scissors (both blunt 
edged and sharp), 24-count crayons, 
spiral 1-subject notebooks, wired 
headphones, highlighters, 2 inch heavy 
duty 3-ring binders with clear view cover, 
zipper pencil pouches with 3 holes for 
binder, plastic pencil boxes, black and 
white composition books, blue ball point 
pens, colored pencils, colored markers, 
colored plastic folders with pockets, 
wide-ruled notebook paper, disinfecting 
wipes, boxes of tissues, quart and gallon 
size Ziploc bags.

Thank you for supporting this project!

SEPTEMBER SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE!
The Service and Outreach Committee will collect school supplies for Highland Park Elementary 
School during the month of September. The donations can be left in the closet off Kirk Hall in a 
bin designated for the supplies. The following is a list of the items that the students will need:


