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Co n n e c t E d

Join us for Rally Day on September 12!

Change can be hard. But change is a constant we have grown accustomed to these past 18+ 
months. We have learned a lot about ourselves and our neighbors. On our best days, we have 
grown more patient, flexible, and understanding. On our worst days, we have felt loneliness, 
isolation, and disconnection. 

As a church, we have found new ways to do ministry, and yet we have also felt the strain of being 
apart. The church staff and Christian Education Committee are holding these truths in tandem as 
we seek out and discern new ways to build connection through education. We are planning one 
season at a time. For the fall, adult Sunday school and midweek classes will offer hybrid options 
in-person and online. The youth group has involved youth and parents in plans for the year. And 
children’s programing will offer new and reimagined ways to learn together, both in and out of 
doors.

Rally Day will look a little different this fall. Weather permitting, we will celebrate being together 
and the gift of education not only with the launch of new programs, but with an outdoor 
reception so all ages may participate in the open air. Join us for worship online and in person at 
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., for a special presentation during the Welcome and Announcements. 
At 10:00 a.m., coffee, breakfast foods and information on Christian education for all ages will be 
available in the courtyard, at the Intersection yard, and on the playground.

We are all getting a little better at balancing the ever-evolving changes of our time. May church 
be a constant that holds and connects. Whether in-person or online, we hope this Christian 
education year finds you in a position to grow and explore in faith. 

We hope you will join us on September 12 as we celebrate being ConnectEd. 

Rally Day Schedule:
• 8:45 a.m. – In-person Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. – Outdoor Rally Day Reception
• 11:00 a.m. –In-person and live stream worship in the Sanctuary
• 4:00 p.m. – Installation of the Rev. Ben Brannan as Associate Pastor for Youth & Young 

Adults
• 5:00 p.m. – Sunday Night Kids’ Fellowship (Playground)
• 6:00 p.m. – Youth Group Kickoff Cookout (Intersection)       
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WELCOME TO
SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
WORSHIP   •   LEARNING   •   FELLOWSHIP   •   SERVICE

• If you have any questions about the church, please visit www.spres.org, call us at  
540-343-3659, or email info@spres.org.

• The church building is entirely handicap-accessible, and the elevator makes it possible 
to reach all three levels with ease.

• Second Presbyterian Church is honored to offer an excellent preschool program, 
expanded to provide full-day options for those who need it. If you would like more  
information, visit www.sprespreschool.com or call 540-342-6405.

View the online calendar: www.spres.org/connect/calendar/

@spresroanoke Second Presbyterian Church Roanoke



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Children, Worship, & Wonder 
(CWW)
Four-Year-Olds through 1st Grade
(Children’s Worship Center, 3rd Floor)
Volunteer Coordinator: Amanda Copeland
Young children need a special environment 
where they can meet and worship God. Follow-
ing the Children’s Time during the 11:00 a.m. 
worship, children are excused to the Children’s 
Worship Center. They learn the stories of our 
faith and worship God in a setting and style 
geared toward their needs and stages of devel-
opment. CWW nurtures children’s innate sense 
of wonder, as they develop a sense of awe and 
reverence for worship.  

Thanks to a generous gift from the Kittye Susan 
Trent Fund of Second Presbyterian Church, we 
have acquired additional curriculum in Following 
Jesus: More About Young Children and Worship 
(Sonja M. Stewart). This book and its stories 
add a whole year of content to our repertoire, 
with new manipulatives and experiences for 
our children. We are thrilled to introduce this 
updated program for the fall.

For more information or 
to serve as a Storyteller 
or Greeter for CWW, 
contact Amanda Cope-
land (ahcopeland@gmail.
com).

Child of God 
Podcast
Join Rev. Elizabeth 
Link for Child of God, 
a podcast for children 
and families. Each 
episode shares a story 
about God’s people 
and the ways we are 
a part of God’s family. The episodes are brief, 
but meaningful, and you can catch them while 
traveling in your car, while doing chores, or 
getting ready for bedtime, naptime, or to start 
your day! You may subscribe and listen to Child 
of God with the Rev. Elizabeth Link through your 
favorite podcast platform (or visit  
www.spres.org/connect/podcasts/).

Children’s Sunday School @ 
10:00 a.m.
(The River, 3rd Floor)
Children’s Sunday School will take a new and 
exciting approach for the fall. Beginning on Sep-
tember 19 (one week after Rally Day), children 
ages three through fifth grade will meet in the 
upstairs River classrooms to explore the Bible 
in fun and creative ways. Broken into three class 
groups by age, children will learn about Bible 
stories using the new curriculum Holy Moly, 
engaging in the story through imagination and 
hands-on-learning. Starting with the Genesis 
stories of Abraham and his descendants, chil-
dren and their teachers will discover the ances-
tors of our faith. During Advent, they will learn 
about Luke and Matthew’s Christmas stories, 
relating to the wonder of shepherds, angels, and 
Magi.
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FA L L  S E R M O N  S E R I E S  A N D  E V E N T S

Join us this fall for a sermon series on the Gospel of Mark titled, “Reimagined.”

This fall, Second will be focusing on the Gospel of Mark. Join us, from September 12 through 
November 21, as we dive deep into the Gospel. We will engage passages each Sunday through 
our sermon series titled “Reimagined” as we reflect on what was, rethink what is, and reimagine 
what will be. 

On Sunday, October 31, we will welcome guest preacher: Dr. Brian Blount, Seminary 
president, renowned New Testament scholar, and author of a commentary on the Gospel of 
Mark. We look forward to hearing his sermon that Sunday.

We also invite you to follow along throughout the fall in a weekly Gospel reading guide. Rev. 
Ben Brannan is creating an accompanying reading guide that will help members of all ages dive into 
the Gospel, its historical context, and its meaning for today. Digital copies will be made available 
online; hard copies will be available at the church.

On the evening of Sunday, November 7, we invite members of all ages to join us for a 
special theatrical event: Afraid! The Gospel of Mark. Written and performed by Emmy nominated 
actor Frank Runyeon in our church Sanctuary, this one-may play gleans its text from the Gospel 
of Mark, translated into contemporary American speech. Settings and shadows will shift as the 
Gospel engages our imaginations, surprises us with flashes of humor, and drives relentlessly 
forward with all the dramatic suspense you would expect from great theater. Be sure to save the 
date!

This special one-night event is sponsored by the Trent Fund of Second Presbyterian Church.
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tion curriculum, which helps youth claim their 
place in the priesthood of all believers. By en-
gaging youth in Scripture, tradition, reason, and 
experience, Confirm not Conform empowers 
youth for ministry. Teachers and mentors build 
important and lasting relationships with the 
young people of this class, and work as a team 
to support and love these students throughout 
the year and beyond.

Sr. High Sunday School
(The Intersection)
The Senior High Sunday School will be a con-
versation-based class focused on scripture and 
how it relates to our everyday lives. In the 
spring, the class will learn about the traditions 
and worship of Presbyterians, but will also 
explore different denominations, even visiting 
worship at a few other nearby churches. If 
students can’t be present every week, we still 
encourage them to come whenever they are 
able. Volunteers often provide breakfast, so 
come hungry!

Special Opportunities for Youth
In addition to our weekly email, we will send out 
text message reminders and alerts. This is for both 
parents and youth! There are two ways to join the 
text list. If you are interested in joining, contact 
Rev. Ben Brannan for details. 

*For parents: if you have a child in both middle and 
high school, you will be added to both text lists. As 
well as the general Youth Group list.

*For youth: you will be added to other groups based 
on your demographics—Manna, Middle School, High 
School, etc. You can opt out of these groups, if you so  
wish, but please remain in the 2PCYG text list.

Youth Group
When: Sunday nights from 5:00-6:30 p.m.
Who: 6th-12th graders and Youth Advisors
Where: The Intersection
What: Middle and High-school Youth gather to 
build relationships and connect with each other 
and with God. This time is set apart to enjoy 
food, fellowship, and fun while exploring various 
aspects of faith. This year’s Youth Group theme 
is WE ARE ONE! We will focus on the truth 
that we are one in the Spirit and explore our 
responsibility to live out such truth in our lives. 
We begin each evening with a shared meal, and 
then share in some faith-filled fun! Friends are 
welcome to join!

Midweek Manna
When: Wednesday nights from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Who: High-School Girls
Where: Homes of church members
What: This group of high-school girls gathers 
to take a break from their hectic schedules, to 
check in with each other, and enjoy moments 
of connection and learning. These nights center 
around a shared meal and an activity—devo-
tional, craft, game—and the bonds created are 
long-lasting and meaningful. Contact Rev. Ben 
Brannan or Christal Pearson for more informa-
tion.

Midweek Manna Fall Dates:
        September 22  November 17
        October 6  December 1 
        October 20  December 15 
        November 3 
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Together each week, volunteers and children 
will make connections to the Bible story 
through activities, interactive games, and cre-
ative crafts. We hope this Sunday school expe-
rience will be a joyful way for children to grow 
closer to God, God’s Word, and one another. 

**NOTE: All children and volunteers will be 
masked while indoors for CWW and Children’s 
Sunday School. All adult volunteers working with 
unvaccinated children are fully vaccinated for 
COVID-19.**

Sunday Night Kids’ Fellowship
We are thrilled to share the news about our 
Sunday evening offering for children, ages four 
through fifth grade. Beginning on Rally Day 
(Sept 12), children are invited to take part in 
Sunday Night Kids’ Fellowship. This weekly 
event will take place from 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
on the church playground. The program will 
provide a healthy outdoor dinner, fun and silly 
games, a music experience (involving instru-
ments and rhythm games), and kids’ calm time 
around Scripture with Pastor Elizabeth. Parents 
are welcome to drop children off for this 90 
minute event, or stick around and enjoy the 
fellowship with us.

• 5:00-5:30 p.m. – Dinner
• 5:30-6:30 p.m. – Games, Music Experience, 

and Story

Thanks to Lauren Ellerman, Amanda Copeland, 
Alison Conte, and Sally Nichols for planning and 
coordinating this new fall program! RSVP’s will 
not be required for Sept. 12—the more, the 
merrier for this outdoor event.

YOUTH MINISTRY

Sunday School For Youth
6th & 7th Grade Middle School 
Class
(The Intersection)
Sixth and seventh graders will explore faith and 
build upon the basics they learn as children, 
connecting scripture with their daily lives. This 
fall, the class will be using the PC(USA)’s Faith 
Questions curriculum to respond to real faith 
questions posed by Presbyterian youth from 
across the denomination. Each unit encourages 
young people to look to Scripture, as well as 
our faith traditions, in relevant and responsive 
ways.

8th & 9th Grade Confirmation 
Class
(Chapel/Outdoors)
Confirmation means study and commitment to 
the major teachings of the Christian faith. This 
year, our combined 8th & 9th grade fall class 
will follow the Confirm Not Conform confirma-
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Saleeby if you would like to be added to the 
email list and receive the Zoom link:  
kaysaleeby@hotmail.com.

Covenant Conversation
(Reading Room/Zoom Hybrid)
Facilitators: Cindy Appel, Jeff Hobbs, Robin Hobbs, 
Cindy Waters
Do you enjoy learning and seeking spiritual 
growth through open dialogue and discussion of 
intriguing Christian topics? Then the Covenant 
Conversation class is the perfect place for you! 
The class brings a range of Christian studies, 
theological concepts, and ideas to the table for 
open discussion. 

This fall begins with a 
study of Staci Stallings’ 
book The Two Trees, giving 
insight into the way God 
designed us to live from 
the beginning—in peace 
and freedom. Up next this fall will be Adam 
Hamilton’s exploration of the Gospel of John, 
in John: The Gospel of Light and Life, followed by 
Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Every-
day Life, by Tish Harrison Warren.

Believing & Belonging
(Trent Room/Zoom Hybrid, Seasonal)
Facilitators: Dr. George Anderson, Rev. Elizabeth 

Link
Join two of our pastors 
for a seasonal 2-week 
class on what it means 
to be a Presbyterian, 
and what it means to 
be a member of Second 

Presbyterian Church. This is a great class for 
visitors and new members. The fall class will 
meet on Sunday mornings Sept 19 and 26 at 
10:00 a.m. in the Trent Room and via Zoom.   

Reformed and Always Reforming
(Trent Room/Zoom Hybrid)
Facilitators: Dr. George Anderson, Rev. Elizabeth 
Link
Beginning October 3, join pastors George An-
derson and Elizabeth Link for an adult Sunday 
school class based on the history and doctrines 
of Reformed theology. Guided by Shirley Guth-
rie’s classic book Christian Doctrine, the class will 
introduce participants to 
the tenets of the Christian 
faith. Come with your 
questions, dive into our 
history, and discover the 
ways Christians have inter-
preted the faith through-
out the centuries.

**For more information or to receive the Zoom link 
for any of our adult Sunday or midweek classes, 
please contact Pastors’ Assistant Meredith Koliba 
in the church office or at meredith@spres.org.**
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Midweek Man-Night
When: Tuesday nights throughout the year
Who: Middle & High School Boys
Where: Locations vary
What: These Tuesday gatherings offer the 
young men of our church an opportunity to 
grow in faith together. Activities may include 
some form of outdoor fun or a meal, fellow-
ship and conversation. The times of each event 
will be determined by the scheduled activity. If 
interested please contact Rev. Ben Brannan. 

Midweek Man-Night Fall Dates:
        September 21  November 16 
        October 5  November 30 
        October 19  December 14 
        November 2 

Important Dates for Youth
• ALL-YOUTH RETREAT: September 25-26 

at Claytor Lake
• YOUTH SUNDAY: February 6
• SENIOR RECOGNITION: May 15
• END OF YEAR PARTY/LOCK-IN:  

May 21-22
• MASSANETTA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

YOUTH CONFERENCE: June 21-24
• BIBLES & BRICKS: July 9-16
• MONTREAT HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 

CONFERENCE: July 31-August 6

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Young Adult Group
Second Presbyterian’s Young Adults group is 
an active group of men and women in their 
20s and 30s. We all are at different stages in 

our life, and this group provides opportunities 
to gather together to eat, to have fun, and to 
explore faith in various ways. The Young Adults 
meet every other Wednesday either at some-
one’s home or out for a fun activity, typically 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. If interested, please email 
Rev. Ben Brannan (benb@spres.org). In addition 
to email reminders, we will begin to utilize the 
power of text-messaging. To join the text list, 
contact Rev. Ben Brannan for details.

ADULT MINISTRY

Weekly Sunday School Classes @ 
10:00 a.m.:
The Open Door Class
(Session Room/Zoom Hybrid)
Facilitators: Barry Holman, Bruce Stockburg-
er, Nancy Gray, Rev. Dr. Nancy Morris, Therry 
Neilsen-Steinhardt, and Kay Saleeby (class host).
This fall, the lively group of seekers in Open 
Door undertake a study of Marcus Borg’s writ-
ings, collected in new book The Days of Awe and 
Wonder. These selections explore the Christian 
faith and what it means to be a Christian in 
the 21st century. Provocative and uplifting, this 
anthology illuminates Borg’s explorations of the 
miraculous and wonderful, his understanding of 
conviction and fulfillment, and his contention 

that we must keep 
an open mind and 
question assumptions 
and certainties on the 
religious journey.

Please contact Kay
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link to our live worship services from the church website!
 

1. Visit www.spres.org (or go directly to www.spres.org/worship/livestream to skip steps 2-3).
2. Click the WORSHIP tab and a drop-down menu will appear.
3. Click “Live Stream” from the drop-down menu. This brings you to the live stream page  

of our website.
4. Click the PLAY button (   ) on the video 

screen, or click “Watch on YouTube”. 

NOTE:  The live stream typically begins 5-10 
minutes prior to the start of our worship service 
on Sunday mornings. The video link will remain on 
the church website through the following Friday.
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watch worship live every sunday morning AND browse our  
entire video library on our youtube channel!

1. Visit www.youtube.com/secondpresbyterianchurchroanoke (or from the YouTube 
homepage, search “Second Presbyterian Church Roanoke” and then click on our channel in 
the search results).

2. Subscribe to our channel (see picture below) and then click the bell icon to be notified 
whenever we add a new video or go live.

3. Browse our created playlists, see all our 
past live streams, and look through our 
entire video library.

4. Whenever the church goes live, the 
live video will appear at the top of our 
channel.

5. Enjoy!

Midweek Classes:
Women’s Bible Study 
(Thursdays at 9:00 a.m. – Session Room/
Zoom Hybrid)
Facilitators: Amanda Copeland, Rev. Elizabeth Link
The Bible includes any number of “tyranni-
cal texts” that have proved to be profoundly 
oppressive in the lives of many people. Among 
them are Pauline texts that have circumscribed 
the lives and ministries of women throughout 
Christian history. What are people who honor 
Scripture to do with 
such texts, and what 
does it mean to speak 
of biblical authority in 
their presence? As the 
group reads Frances 
Taylor Gench’s Bible 
study, Encountering 
God in Tyrannical Texts, 
they will explore strat-
egies for engaging such 
texts with integrity—that is, without dismissing 
them, whitewashing them, or acquiescing to 
them—and as potential sources of edification 
for the church. This class will begin on Thurs-
day, October 4.

Contemplative Prayer Group 
(Tuesdays at 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m., 
Zoom)
Facilitator: Cathy Shoulders
Join this small group of seekers for the weekly 
experience of contem-
plative prayer and dis-
cussion. Explore spiritual 
practices, both ancient 
and new, and reflect 
with a group of faithful 
disciples on God’s work 
in the world and in our 
lives. This group will 
begin with looking at 
the foundational spiritual 
Enneagram principles as 
presented by Don Riso 
and Russ Hudson. All are welcome to join this 
supportive group on their journey. Contact 
Deborah Vaughan (deborah2vaughan@gmail.
com) for more information and a Zoom link to 
join.
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For upcoming events, a library 
of sermons (audio & text), and 
more, visit our website:

www.spres.org @spresroanoke

Second Presbyterian Church
214 Mountain Avenue, SW
Roanoke, Virginia 24016
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FELLOWSHIP AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES,  

CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE
540-343-3659   •   info@spres.org


