
Finding direction by following Jesus. April 2021

A Welcome
     We welcome Ben and Valerie Brannan to Roanoke. By the time 
you read this Second Sheet, Ben will be in Overwhelmed Mode in 
that first steep-learning-curve stage of figuring out the church and 
how it works. Learning faces and names is one of the reasons that 
curve has such a sharp incline, and that is made even more difficult 
by the pandemic. You can help him and Valerie out by sending him a 
welcome note and a picture (benb@spres.org). He would welcome 
calls as well. Ben’s day off is Friday.
     He joins a church leadership team right as the staff and session 
are making plans to transition to what we can recognize as “nor-
mal.” My calendar has filled with meetings planning for how we will 
begin to gather again. I won’t burden you with the details but if the 
infection rates continue to fall, we hope to have a full on-site pro-
gram sometime this summer. As just one example of the transition, 
worship capacity has been raised to 100 people. As soon as we 
have the right equipment installed in the sanctuary, we’ll open up 
the 11:00 o’clock service as well.
     On a personal note, because of preschool and school connec-
tions, my household is fully vaccinated. I’m happy for in person visits 
when that is acceptable to those who can be a part of it them-
selves.
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 Pastor’s Notes - George C. Anderson

The April edition of the Second Sheet 
features images of some of the beautiful 

arrangements from the past year.

The sanctuary flowers add a great 
deal of meaning to our worship 

experience each Sunday.
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–  Special Notice  –
Elder Nominations

 The Nominating Committee will be meeting in the spring to elect a slate of nominees to 
serve as Elders for the Class of 2024. An excerpt from the Book of Order states: “Elders should be 
persons of faith, dedication, and good judgment. Their manner of life should be a demonstration of 
the Christian gospel, both within the Church and in the world.” 
 A ballot box for nomination forms is located in the entryway near the sliding glass doors and 
another is in the narthex of the sanctuary. They will remain there through Sunday, May 2. Please 
use the nomination forms and prayerfully consider the commitment, involvement, and talents of 
individuals you nominate. If you have questions or to submit your nomination via email, contact 
Ken Lyons, Nominating Committee Chair, at Kenneth.Lyons@scouting.org.

– To the Nominating Committee –

Please consider ________________________________________________ for elder nomination.

He/she has been a member for (approximately) ________ years.

My reasons for recommending him/her are as follows (please indicate areas of involvement in the 
church):
 
_____________________________________________________________________________
 
_____________________________________________________________________________
 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Name and phone number (optional): _______________________________________________.

Elders - Class of 2021
Jack Dickerson

Shirley Fitzpatrick
Daniel Gunn

Kenneth Lyons
Christal Pearson

Wayne Lewis
David Wardell
Cindy Waters

Elders - Class of 2022
John Johnson
Robert Kulp

Brooke Rosen
Mary Evelyn Russell

Kay Saleeby
John Saunders

Beth Smith
Robert White

Elders - Class of 2023
Aaron Copeland

Helen Dean
Fred Greear

Pat Houghton
Robert Martin
Sally Nichols
Connie Polly

Martha Wheeler

Lee Baker’s Stewardship
     Lee Baker was a longtime member of Second Presbyterian Church who was 
serving as Interim Business Administrator when I first arrived. Despite dealing 
with progressive physical limitations of having Myotonic Dystrophy, Lee was 
amazingly productive. Many knew her as an accomplished artist whose work 
can be found throughout Second Presbyterian Church and in many Roanoke 
homes. She taught art classes and delighted in watching others explore their 
potential.
     Lee wanted her Myotonic Dystrophy to be studied, and she willingly par-
ticipated in trials in the hope that she could be a means by which the disease 
and its treatments could be studied. She attended conferences and developed 
friendships with the researchers, one of whom was Dr. John Day who teaches 
at Stanford University. Lee decided that upon her death, her brain would be 
donated to Stanford. She died three years ago.
     A few months ago, Dr. Day called Lee’s husband, Ralph Baker. The first 
words out of his mouth were, “Ralph, Lee is still teaching.” He did not go into 
detail, but he made clear that Lee’s brain was still being studied for what might 
be learned about Myotonic Dystrophy.
     I asked Ralph’s permission to share this story in the Second Sheet as a won-
derful example of stewardship. Lee was a steward of her disease, using her life 
circumstance to serve others even beyond her death.

 Pastor’s Notes - George C. Anderson
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Congregational Care

2021 Lil Brown Benevolence Fund Grants

     In 2009, church member Lillien S. Brown named the Second Presbyterian Church Fund, Inc. as beneficiary of 
her retirement account and requested that a benevolence fund be established which would be proactive in its 
approach and give priority to those dealing with issues of mental health and poverty. The Lil Brown Benevolence 
Fund was thus established, and over the years, agencies in our community have been awarded grant money to 
assist those with mental health problems, especially when intersected by poverty.
     Each fall the Service and Outreach Committee considers applications for Lil Brown Benevolence Fund grants.  
Typical grants range from $1,000 - $7,000 and are awarded for one year. The committee requests that project 
proposals be specific, have a clear impact on people with mental illness in our community, and include a project 
budget. The Service and Outreach Committee studies and discusses each grant proposal, then makes funding 
recommendations, which must also be approved by Session and Second Fund directors before grant money can 
be disbursed. 
     The following mission partners received a 2021 Lil Brown grant from Second Presbyterian Church:

1. Bradley Free Clinic to support the purchase of needed mental health medications for the patient popula-
tion of their Behavioral Health Services program, which has seen exponential growth since the onset of the 
pandemic. Bradley Free Clinic provides quality integrated health care to low-income, underserved residents 
of the Roanoke Valley and surrounding areas.

2. Total Action for Progress (TAP) for Super Hero Kids to support the operation of Super Hero Kids, 
a trauma-informed, research-based program serving domestic violence survivors aged 5 – 17. Youth in the 
Super Hero Kids program learn to identify their emotions and develop coping skills through activities such 
play and the creative arts.

3. Highland Park Elementary School for girls’ 
Imagine Me Mentoring to support the Imagine 
Me Mentoring program for at-risk female students 
in grades 3 and 4. Lil Brown funds allow expansion 
of the successful Imagine Me Mentoring program 
already in place for boys, enabling the inclusion of 
girls in a separate and unique mentor group.

4. Family Service to implement the Eye Movement 
Desensitization and Reprocessing Therapy (EMDR) 
program, which promotes healing from psychologi-
cal trauma. Lil Brown funds will allow four clinicians 
to each receive ten hours of training in EMDR ther-
apy and will enable Family Service to purchase four 
Classic EMDR kits. Although Family Service plans to 
offer this therapy to all ages, they will be the only 
local organization to offer it to clients under the age 
of 16.

     Through the generosity and compassion of Lil 
Brown and the wisdom and faithfulness of church 
members who established the Second Fund many years 
ago, the lives of countless people in need continue to be 
impacted and improved. Service and Outreach, Session, 
and Second Fund directors take seriously the responsi-
bility to honor these legacies and to serve those whom 
Christ loves through the Lil Brown Benevolence Fund.

Apostles Build SPC Build Day
Saturday, April 10 from 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
We look forward to our build day this month for the 
2021 Apostles Build with Habitat for Humanity! On 
Saturday April 10, volunteers from our congregation 
will work alongside homeowner Desanek Trent at her 
house at 1932 Moorman Ave (COVID safety measures 
are in place). We are grateful for those who have vol-
unteered and are excited and ready to get to work!

Additionally, there will be a dedication of the Wall 
of Faith on April 15. Each partner church receives a 
2x4 board for parishioners to bless, paint, sign and/or 
decorate. Each distinctive board will be used to create 
a permanent wall in the Trent family house, and will 
forever connect our church to the 2021 Apostles Build 
and the Trent family. Stay tuned for photos and up-
dates from our build day in the May Second Sheet!

Flowers
 

Feb. 21 - Given to the glory of God in loving memory of 
Lucy Neal by her husband, Bill, and children, Bryan, Lewis 
and Patricia.......... Feb. 28 - Given to the glory of God 
by the Conte family in loving memory of Alison’s mother, 
Marian C. Ashby.......... March 7 - Given to the glory of 
God in loving memory of Sibyl Coleman Uhler by Sibyl 
Fishburn.......... March 14 - Given to the glory of God by 
the Crockett family.

Sympathy
 

Sympathy is extended to Rachael Smith and her daughters, 
Madalyn, Ella and Ava Cook, on the loss of Rachael’s 
grandfather, the girls’ great-grandfather, Gilbert “Gil” 
DeGroote of Pennsylvania, who passed away on Saturday, 
February 13, 2021.......... Our sympathies extended to 
Nancy Henry and family on the death of her husband, the 
Rev. David Lee Henry, on Tuesday, February 16, 2021.......... 
Our sympathies extend to the family of the Rev. Dr. William 
Rupert Klein, who died on Friday, February 26, 2021. Bill 
served this church as Senior Minister for 28 years and as 
Pastor Emeritus after retiring. Our prayers are with his sons, 
Bill and David Klein, their families, and all who loved him.

Concerns
 

Libby Dungan, Gale Hancock, Joanne Markley, Dick 
Pattisall, Gloria Staley, Carolyn Victorine.

New Arrivals
 

Congratulations to Nichole and Brandon Booker on the 
birth of their daughter, Elizabeth Booker, on Tuesday, 
February 23, 2020. Proud big brothers are Andrew and 
Evan.......... We join the Miller family in celebrating the 
birth of Lane Stanley Miller, daughter of Nic and Joe Miller, 
born on February 23, 2021. Proud grandparents are David 
and Ann Blair Miller.......... Congratulations to Ian and 
Elizabeth Robinson on the birth of their daughter, Caroline 
Mae Robinson, on February 26 in Misawa, Japan. Proud big 
brother is Walker, and grandparents are Johny and Marybeth 
Robinson.......... Congratulations to Kathryn Barrows on the 
birth of her new grandson, George Arthur Barrows, born on 
February 25, 2021 to William and Claire Lester Barrows 
of Washington, D.C. Congratulations also to baby George’s 
other grandparents, Cathy and Cary Lester of Richmond, 
VA, formerly of this church.......... Congratulations to Kate 
and Bill Hoyt on the birth of their son, Asher Knight Hoyt, 
on March 6, 2021. Proud big sisters are Hailey and Emma.

 –  News & Notes  –
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LOCAL RELIEF UPDATES 

The Service and Outreach Committee continues to check in with local benevolence agencies to find out what 
the most pressing needs are and to then allocate money from the Local Relief Fund where it is most needed 
each week. As of the time of publication, donations from the fund are as follows:

Legacy Corner
“Legacy. What is a legacy? It’s planting seeds in a garden you never get to see.” – Alexander Hamilton.

This quote from one of America’s Founding Fathers seems particularly appropriate for the Legacy Corner, especially 
in springtime when we are perhaps thinking of new plants for the garden. I recently read these words used to de-
scribe an acquaintance of mine, an admired botanist and horticulturist who planted acorns in his nineties, realizing 
that the resulting plants would take years to grow into large oak trees. While he knew he would never sit in the 
shade of those trees, he enjoyed thinking of the pleasure they would give future generations.

A legacy gift to Second Presbyterian Church is similar to those acorns. A planned gift to the church will not reduce 
the income or assets you currently have. But one day that donation will provide vital support to the programs and 
other needs of this church we all love so much. The children we baptize and the youth who join our church this year 
will benefit from a thoughtful designation in your will. If you would like to “plant seeds” for the future and want 
more information on legacy giving, contact Mark Wigginton or any member of the Legacy Committee.

Submitted by Lucy Ellett, Legacy Committee.

• $1,975 to Feeding SWVA, 4.16.20
• $1,279 to Society of St Andrew, 4.22.20
• $1,279 to Rescue Mission, 4.22.20
• $4,020 to Feeding SWVA, 5.7.20
• $1,001 to Feeding SWVA, $500 to RAM, 5.12.20
• $2,990 to Feeding SWVA, 5.19.20
• $3,150 to Feeding SWVA, 5.26.20
• $2,600 to Feeding SWVA, 6.2.20
• $2,185 to the PCC, $2,185 to RAM, 6.18.20
• $1,000 to Rescue Mission, $1,000 to Family Promise, 

$1,188 to Feeding SWVA, 7.1.20
• $1,190 to Society of St. Andrew in Big Island, VA, 7.9.20
• $1,538 to RAM, 7.21.20
• $2,069 to Feeding SWVA, $500 to CHIP, 8.6.20
• $1,798 to Feeding SWVA, 8.11.20

• $570 to Feeding SWVA, 8.20.2020
• $965 to Feeding SWVA, 8.25.2020
• $559 to Feeding SWVA, 9.3.2020
• $1,500 to CHIP, $3,555 to Feeding SWVA, 9.17.2020
• $1,230 to RAM, 10.15.2020
• $2,150 to PCC, $2,150 to West End Center, 11.10.20
• $2,749 to PCC 11.24.20
• $250 to PCC 12.1.20
• $3,614 to West End Center 12.6.20
• $2,415 to RAM 12.23.20
• $3,140 for Family Promise 1.12.21
• $4,032 for Roanoke Refugee Partnership 2.11.20
• $3,432 for FSWVA 2.11.20
• $3,545 for Rescue Mission 3.16.21
• TOTAL DISTRIBUTED SO FAR = $69,303
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Youth & Young Adults

An Open Letter from Rev. Ben Brannan

Hello Youth and Young Adults! 

I am so excited to meet you all and begin to journey alongside you in our 
walk of faith together. I am overjoyed to join the pastoral staff and the church 
community here at Second Pres! I have heard great things, and from the past 
few weeks, I have come to realize all those words are true. I come from a 
youth develop background—YMCA camping, soccer coach, teacher, youth 
advisor—and I cannot wait to continue the good work of Pastor Jen and 
others in the long line of wonderful leaders here at Second. 

This has been a difficult year, to say the least. I want to remind you all that 
I am here for you as you need and in whatever way I can help. If you have 
questions or are in need of an ear to listen, let’s talk! We are hard at work to 
plan some great things for the months of April and May before we head into 

our summer programming. Be on the lookout and follow the Youth Instagram account: 2pc_youth!

As we transition from the season of Lent into Eastertide, may we hold on to the hope of resurrection, a 
hope that guides us from the dark places of the world into the light of this life. 

Grace to you and peace!
     Ben



Movies with Meaning
We hope you will join others at Second Pres. in an at-home film series called “Movies with Meaning.” A group of 
films featuring Black stories have been selected for home viewing and group Zoom discussion. You may view the 
films from your TV or computer’s online streaming service on your own schedule. 

Join your Second Presbyterian friends for all five remaining films, or choose one or two of particular interest to 
you. Please consider notes about film ratings and content before viewing.

Zoom links will be made available in our weekly pastor’s email.

April/May Movies with Meaning Zoom Discussion Schedule:

April 11, 7:00 p.m. – Black Panther: (Rated PG-13) 2018 superhero film based on the Marvel Comics char-
acter of the same name.
• Available for streaming on Disney Plus, Amazon Prime, Sling, and for rent or purchase on iTunes. 
• Facilitators: Noelle Edwards, Lauren Ellerman.

April 18, 7:00 p.m. – Loving: (Rated PG-13) Richard and Mildred Loving, a couple whose arrest for interracial 
marriage in 1960s Virginia, endured a legal battle that would end with the Supreme Court’s historic 1967 deci-
sion in Loving v. Virginia, which invalidated state laws prohibiting interracial marriage.
• Available on Amazon Prime, HBO GO and HBO Now, and may be rented or purchased on iTunes.
• Facilitators: Lauren Ellerman, Nancy Morris.

April 25, 7:00 p.m. – Fruitvale Station: (Rated R) Shares the story of Oscar Grant III, a 22-year-old Bay Area 
resident, who crosses paths with friends, enemies, family, and strangers on the last day of 2008.
• Available on Amazon Prime, or for rent or purchase through iTunes, YouTube, Google Play, and Vudu.
• Facilitators: Jane Frank, Noelle Edwards.

May 2, 7:00 p.m. – Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom: (Rated R) Based on a true story as told in August Wilson’s 
1982 play of the same name. In 1927, Ma Rainey is a highly regarded blues singer who has recently been con-
tracted by white producers.
• Available on Netflix.
• Facilitators: Nancy Morris, John Frank.

May 9, 7:00 p.m. – If Beale Street  
Could Talk: (Rated R) Tells the sto-
ry of a young woman who sets out 
to prove her childhood friend and 
love interest innocent of a crime he 
didn’t commit.
• Available on Amazon Prime, or for 

rent or purchase through iTunes, 
YouTube, Google Play, and Vudu.

• Facilitators: Cynthia Lawrence, 
TBD.
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Christian Education

Easter Sunday
It has been a long-standing tradition at Second for children and adults alike to add flowers to our Easter cross. 
We invite you to bring some flowers from your yard or garden to contribute anytime this Easter Sunday, April 4. 
The cross will be located in the courtyard between the Sanctuary and Chapel on 3rd Street SW. Help us cele-
brate the joy of resurrection with this wonderful tradition.

We’d also love photos of you and your family (pets welcome, too!) at the cross on Easter Sunday. Please post 
them on our church community Facebook page, or share them with Andrea Boone (andrea@spres.org).

SAVE THE DATES FOR 
V B S !

Children’s Morning VBS July 2021
Plans are underway for children’s Morning Vacation Bible School this July. Our goal is to provide a safe and engag-
ing educational experience for children ages 4 years old through rising 5th grade. As more information emerges 
about vaccinations and lowering infection rates, details will be made more clear. In the meantime, please stay 
tuned! We will share details as soon as they are available.

Adult Evening VBS, June 20-23
We hope you will save the date for this summer’s annual Evening VBS. Our 
guest speaker will be our good friend and neighbor, Rev. Andrew Whaley, 
pastor of Raleigh Court Presbyterian Church. The event will be held in our 
church Sanctuary, with live stream for those who prefer to participate from 
home. More information will be coming soon.

Note: We are not currently planning on a nursery or children’s program for 
this event.

Christian Education
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 

5:15 PM 
Maundy 
Thursday 
service, parking 
lot  

2 
8:30-4:30 PM 
Good Friday 
Mediation Walk 
Thru 
8:30-7:00 PM 
Good Friday 
Mediation, 
Outside 
Preschool 
Closed 

3  

4 

 
9:00 AM Communion 
Worship Service, Sanctuary  
10:30 AM Commission, 
Zoom  
11:00 AM Worship Service 
Online, Live Streaming   

5 
Church Office 
Closed for 
Easter Monday 
 
Preschool 
Closed 

6 
9:30 AM  
Staff Meeting, 
Zoom 
 
Preschool 
Closed  

7 
12:00 PM 
Bulletin Article 
Deadline  
5:00 PM 
Midweek 
Manna, Zoom  
5:15 PM 
Personnel 
Committee, 
Zoom  
Preschool 
Closed 

8 
5:00 PM 
Property 
Committee, 
Zoom Meeting  
 
Preschool  
Closed 

9 
12:00 PM 
Stewardship 
Meeting, Zoom  
 
Preschool 
Closed 

10  

11 
9:00 AM Worship Service, 
Sanctuary  
10:30 AM Commission, 
Zoom  
11:00 AM Worship Service 
Online Live Streaming   

12 
5:30 PM Service 
and Outreach 
Committee 
Meeting, Zoom  
  

13 
9:30 AM 
Staff Meeting, 
Zoom  
6:00 PM 
Trent Fund 
Subcommittee, 
Zoom  

14 
12:00 PM 
Bulletin Article 
Deadline and 
Second Sheet 
Article Deadline  
5:00 PM 
Midweek 
Manna, Zoom  
5:30 PM 
Worship & 
Music 
Committee, 
Zoom & 
Fellowship Hall 

15 16 
   

17 
   

18 
9:00 AM Worship Service, 
Sanctuary  
10:30 AM Commission, 
Zoom  
11:00 AM Worship Service 
Online Live Streaming   

19 
  

20 
9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting, Zoom  

21 
12:00 PM 
Bulletin Article 
Deadline  
5:00 PM 
Midweek 
Manna, Zoom  
5:30 PM 
Finance 
Committee, 
Zoom  

22 23  24  

25 
9:00 AM Worship Service, 
Sanctuary  
10:30 AM Commission, 
Zoom  
11:00 AM Worship Service 
Online Live Streaming   

26 
  

27 
9:30 AM  
Staff Meeting, 
Zoom   

28 
12:00 PM 
Bulletin Article 
Deadline  
5:00 PM 
Midweek 
Manna, Zoom  

29 30 
  

  

 

RSVP for On-Site Worship:
 

9a.m. On-site only; 11a.m. Live stream only.
For more information and to read our safety protocol,  

visit: www.spres.org/worship/worship-times/. 
 

*Those who call the office to RSVP via phone must 
do so by 4:00 p.m. on the Friday prior to worship.

Mountain Avenue Fund
In memory of Alice Nelson by
 Betty Morgan Sanders
 Joe and Liz Mifford
 Angela Withington
 Dotty Clement
 Sanders and Lane Dallas
 Mary Catherine Baldridge
 J.S. Dallas, Jr.
 Nancy Kautz Hylton
 Betty and Ed Lesko
 John P. Johnson 
 Ted and Susie Feinour
 Martha and Thomas Farmer   
In memory of David Henry by
 Sara Airheart (Open Door Class Member)
 Shirley and Biff Fitzpatrick (Open Door Class  
      Members)
 Helen Dean (Open Door Class Member)
 Kelly and Donna Speas
 George and Millie Anderson
 Jim and Mary Ann Johnson
 Virginia Garden (Open Door Class Member)
 Kentuck Baptist Church
 John and Laurie Saunders
 David Harrison
 John Starr
 Clint and Nancy Hopkins
 Hayden Hollingsworth
 Suzanne and Daniel Brown
 David Maxson and Nancy Gray (Open Door Class  
      Members)
 Karen Carter (Open Door Class Member)
 Judy Kniskern (Open Door Class Member)
 Bruce and Kathy Stockburger
In memory of Chip Lazarus by
 Jane and Jerry Cheadle
 Chan and Kae Bolling
 Michael and Catherine Smeltzer
 Carl and Mary T. Bivens
 Mrs. James Thornton, Jr.
 Betty and Ed Lesko
 R.E. and N.L. Pooley
 Edward and Melissa Smith
 Bill and Shirley Shrader
 Dick and Kelly Bailey
In honor of Second Presbyterian Church Staff and Family by
 Estate of Patricia Morgan

Local Relief Fund
In honor of the Fitzpatrick Family by
 Tom and Rose Marie Jones

Help Fund
In memory of Chip Lazarus by
 Martha Clay Martin

Property Maintenance and Repair Fund
In memory of Ruth Ellen Kuhnel by
 Ellen Anderson

Music Fund
In memory of Larry Monahan by
 Mary T. and Carl Bivens
In memory of Chip Lazarus by
 Ann and Bill Stevens
In memory of Dr. Bill Klein by
 Joe and Spuzzie Duckwall

Youth Mission Fund
In honor of Rev. Jen Brothers by
 Robert and Carol Widmeyer
In honor of Rev. Ben Brannan by
 Robert and Carol Widmeyer
In honor of Youth at Second by
 Robert and Carol Widmeyer

Second Fund
In memory of Dr. Bill Klein by
 George and Millie Anderson
 Ruth and Jim Robertson
 Greene Lawson
 Bill Neal
 Bruce and Kathy Stockburger

General Fund
In memory of Dr. Bill Klein by
 Jerry Lusk
 Elizabeth Wetherington

Other funds are available for your contributions. Please contact 
Mark Wigginton at 540-343-3659 or email: admin@spres.org. 
This list includes donations received between February 1-28, 
2021.

*We sincerely regret any errors or omissions in this list. Please 
contact Mark in the church office, 540-343-3659, to help us get it 
corrected.

– FEBRUARY 2021 –

Financial Focus
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